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Memorial
Markers
• Elegant memorials in cross or plaque formats
• Personal engraving • Variety of materials to choose from
• Durable & long lasting

www.memorialmarkers.ie
CALL 087 121 4428 TO ORDER
People have always spent time and money choosing or commissioning headstones to ensure the graves of their
loved ones are appropriately marked, and there is a wide variety of such memorials to choose from. Thus no two
headstones are ever exactly the same. The same however cannot be said of temporary grave markers, where the
choice is often a rather fragile wooden cross or nothing at all. We at www.memorialmarkers.ie have set
out to rectify that.
We offer acrylic markers in a range of colours and styles as well as plain white crosses for infants. Elegant and
restrained, our memorials immediately stand out as a tasteful and appropriate alternative to the usual wooden
markers.
•

ALL PLAQUES ARE PRICED AT €180.00
(223mm high by 370mm wide in dimension)

•

ALL CROSSES ARE PRICED AT €195.00
(740mm high by 523mm wide in dimension)

Prices include your personal epithet engraving. (You can email us your personal message if you wish).
Delivery and VAT are also included in this price.
All memorials are provided with steel plates for easy insertion into the ground. They are also incredibly durable
and resistant to weathering, so that the markers remain unspoiled over time. In fact, such is their appeal, that
some customers choose to forego headstones altogether and opt to retain the markers on a permanent basis.
The markers can be customised and individual epithets chosen by the family. You can see a rull range of
material finishes to choose from by logging onto our website - www.memorialmarkers.ie
Your personal Memorial Marker will be ready for collection or delivery within 10 working days or ordering.
We accept cheques and postal orders for all deliveries. Please contact us regarding any query or special request.

Memorial Markers l 18 Cedarwood Ave. l Loughboy l Kilkenny
Mobile: 087 121 4428 l Telephone: 056 775 1876 l Email: mmarkers@eircom.net
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Foreword
“A man’s dying is more the survivors’ affair than his own”
Thomas Mann

It seems the observations on life and death of Thomas Mann, the Nobel Prize
winner for Literature and renowned German author, were accurate. For those of
us touched by the passing of a loved one, and in truth almost all of us are in
such a position at some point in our lives, it is a traumatic and difficult time.
We must first cope with the physical and emotional loss and then with the many
processes, practicalities and sentiments that follow. It is not something that we
can easily prepare for and few are familiar with what happens immediately after
and in the weeks and months following a death.
For that reason, we decided that the production of a publication such as the
Funeral Handbook may offer us a chance to collate relevant and important
information and publish it in a single document; designed with the reader in
mind to perhaps offer answers to some of the queries or questions you might
have. We know that for some readers not all of the information contained here
will be relevant, and that certain chapters will answer your particular queries
while other areas are simply covering information you are familiar with. We
have therefore divided the Funeral Handbook into various sections that you can
easily access and hopefully utilise.
Thank you for taking the time to pick up this
publication, I hope it is of some worth to you.
It remains only for me to wish you well, to hope
that the sense of loss you now feel will ease
with time, and that the memories that
remain of your loved one are good ones.

Philip White
EDITOR
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The Passing
Death is an extremely difficult time in life where there are many decisions to be
made at a time of considerable personal stress. If you have recently lost someone
close to you or know someone who has recently been bereaved, here we guide you
through some of the immediate things that you must do following a death in Ireland
and highlight some of the state and voluntary services here to support you.
Whether a death in Ireland is anticipated or unexpected, essentially the same steps
are followed concerning organising funeral arrangements, registering the death and
liaising with state services.

Immediately following the death
It is necessary to make sure that everyone
who dies in Ireland is identified and the
cause of death is established. If a death
occurred suddenly and unexpected, you may
need to notify the Gardai and the Coroner.
You should also notify the next of kin, family
doctor (GP) and the Registrar of Births,
Marriages and Deaths.

If the deceased was an organ donor, you
must act quickly if you are their nearest
relative.
Funeral directors and undertakers in Ireland
deal with the arrangements regarding the
burial or cremation. They can organise
everything from the burial plot to religious
services if you wish.

Registering the death
To register a death, you must bring a medical
certificate stating the cause of death to the
local Registrar of Births, Marriages and
Deaths. Read more about how to register
a death in the next section.
If the doctor did not see the deceased at
least 28 days before the death occurred or if
the doctor is unhappy about the cause of
death, he/she must inform a Coroner who
will decide if a post-mortem is necessary.
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If after the post-mortem a cause of death
cannot be established, an inquest may be
held.
If you are the parents of a stillborn child, you
are not legally obliged to register the death.
You may, however, do so within 42 days of
the birth.

Children
If the bereaved include orphans under the
age of 18 years, immediate arrangements
have to be made for them. Generally, family
members take care of orphan children until
long-term arrangements are made. If there
are no family members to do this, the HSE
Local Health Office needs to be informed
and it will make any arrangements necessary
to care for the children.
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Access to money
You may need to get access to the deceased
person's money to help pay for funeral
expenses. It's not easy to get access to
money in a bank or building society unless
it is in a joint account. If the money is in the
deceased's name only, then you usually can't
get access to it until probate is taken out.
(See legal issues following a death below).
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There are a number of social welfare benefits
and grants available following a death that
you may not be aware of. For example, you
may also have questions about pension
rights, insurance policies, taxation of income
and inheritance. These issues are covered
in our section on Financial concerns,
benefits and entitlements relating to death.
The Revenue Commissioners have some
useful information on taxation following
bereavement.
If you are experiencing financial difficulties
following bereavement, there are supports
such as the Money Advice and Budgeting
Service (MABS) available to help. MABS is a
free, confidential service staffed by trained
money advisors who can provide advice and
assistance during this difficult time.

Legal issues following a death
There are a number of legal issues
associated with a death. You may find what
may happen to the deceased person's estate
particularly useful as it explains issues such
as access to money, the family home and
legal shares of
children.

Power of attorney is a legal device that can
be set up during your lifetime, in the event
you become incapacitated or unable to deal
with your affairs. In dealing with the
deceased's estate we explain all about how
to take out probate, duties of executors,
dealing with debt, etc. See our legal section
for further information.

Housing and daily living
It's very important to notify some particular
organisations in writing following a death.
If the deceased held a mortgage you must
get in touch with the financial institution
where the deeds/mortgage is held to notify
them of the death. If the deceased lived in
rented accommodation, the landlord/local
authority needs to be notified so names can
be changed on tenancy agreements.
It's essential to get in touch with the
deceased's bank or building society to cancel
any direct debits from any accounts and if
the deceased held any insurance policies, to
notify all insurers.
It can be upsetting when bills/statements/
subscriptions arrive in the name of a
deceased person following a death.
Cancel ongoing subscriptions and if the
deceased lived alone - redirect any post to
the executor or administrator of the
deceased's estate.
If the deceased held a driving licence,
contact your local authority and if they were
in receipt of any benefits, contact the relevant
Government department or agency. It's also
useful to get in touch with any social clubs
and professional/trade organisations.

Professional Soloist

Sinéad Nic Gabhann
We all want to celebrate the life of our loved ones and the church
music can be a great way of celebrating their life.

Funeral church singer Sinead Nic Gabhann ensures that the music
is befitting on the occasion. Sinead can learn specific pieces of music
that were dear to your relative or friend to help make the ceremony
as personal as possible.
Often a relative or friend of the deceased likes to perform a piece or
two of music, and Sinead can help accompany them if they wish
and make them feel relaxed.

For samples and further details
Ph: 085 7378872 or Email: sineadnicgabhann@gmail.com

www.sineadnicgabhann.net
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Registering a Death in Ireland

It is a legal requirement in Ireland that
every death that takes place in the State
must be recorded and registered.
Records of deaths in Ireland are held in
the General Register Office, which is the
central civil repository for records relating to Births, Marriages and Deaths in
Ireland. You can apply for a copy of a
death certificate to any Registrar of
Births, Marriages and Death or to the
General Register Office.

A certificate is issued for social welfare
purposes at a reduced cost. Evidence it is
for social welfare purposes is required, such
as a note from the Department of Social
Protection.

The Civil Registration Act 2004 changed
some of the rules about registering a
death. These changes took effect from
December 2005.

• 1 for a full, short copy
(for social welfare purposes)

Rules
A death can be registered with any Registrar,
irrespective of where it occurs. Deaths must
be registered as soon as possible after the
death and no later than three months. It is
usually registered by the next of kin.
Alternatively, it may be registered by a person
who was present during the death or final
illness of the deceased, or by a near
neighbour or, failing that, by the undertaker.

Rates
There is no charge to register a death that
occurs in Ireland. Fees are charged for
a copy of a death certificate.

The fees charged for a certificate
are as follows:
• 10 for a full standard certificate
(8 per extra copy)

• 6 for an uncertified copy of an entry
in the Register (4 per extra copy)
• 20 for a full, authenticated copy of
a birth certificate (only available from
the General Register Office)
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How to apply
How to register a death
To register a death, you must bring a Death
Notification Form stating the cause of death
to any Registrar. You can get this from the
doctor who attended the deceased during
his/her last illness. You must complete Part
2 of the Death Notification Form.

You must then sign the Register in the
presence of the Registrar. This registration
is free.
A doctor must be satisfied about the cause of
death before he/she can certify it. If he/she
didn't see the deceased at least 28 days
before the death occurred, or if he/she isn't
satisfied about the cause of death, he/she
must inform a Coroner who will decide if a
post-mortem is necessary.
If the deceased died as the result of an
accident, or in violent or unexplained
circumstances the coroner must be informed.
There may be a delay in registering a death
where a post-mortem is carried out.
The death is automatically registered where
an inquest or post-mortem is held at the
request of the Coroner.
continued on pg. 15
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Music
The Vard Sisters
Launched onto the irish music scene some
ten years ago the Vard Sisters proved an
overnight sensation. Selling more than
200,000 copies unprecented in Ireland for
a new act, their debut ablum heavenly went
triple platinum. Since then the girls have
been busy entertaining everyone from
presidents to pop royalty both at home and
abroad. And have released two further
albums follow your heart and time of
change which have been hugely popular.
The vard sisters have gone back to where it
all began and are currently juggling a hectic
schedule on both the corporate and wedding
and funeral circuits here and abroad.
The girls confess their favourite venue to
perform in, is in church. Its where they were
discovered and where they feel most
comfortable.
To sing at a funeral or a wedding service is
a privilege..... they are two incredibly
important days in ones life. The Vard Sisters
bring something very special to such services
their unique blend (that only sisters seem to
achieve) and their craft brings a great
sense of emotion and spiritualism to such
occasions. Although their act is made up
of the three voices plus their musical director
who accompanies them they endeavour to
make themselves affordable to all that are
interested in booking them.

‘A FUNERAL is a celebration of one’s
‘life – music has a great ability to help
people express their emotion and their
grief and the Vard Sisters through their
unique sound capture this ina very
special way.’
If you would like to contact the girls to
discuss your musical requirements for your
loved one please phone 01 298 8198
or 086 896 1087 or visit their website
www.vard sisters.com where you can
listen and browse their extensive repetoire
and where you will also find numerous
testimonials and approapriate ideas for
readings etc or alternatively you may contact
them by email info@vardsisters.com.

Valentia Slate Ltd, is located on Valentia Island off the
Kerry coast. We create a number of products which
include Natural and Polished Headstones and surrounds.
Many examples can be seen at kilmore Cemetery, on
Valentia Island including the above headstone which was
erected in 1855. The original slate and engraving remain
in almost unblemished condition despite the bleak
Atlantic coastline location of the cemetery. Valentia slate
is internationally acclaimed for its ability to maintain its
natural original colour over many generations.
Inscriptions on Valentia slate are assured of a prolonged
lifespan in pristine condition. Its natural ability to cultivate
a unique old world character will ensure that families
who embrace quality and Irish Stone heritage, can now
consider a gravestone from Valentia slate Ltd.

T his 156 year old V alentia Slate
Headstone can be seen in
Kilmore C emetery, V alentia Island

All headstones are individually designed and handcrafted
to each clients specific requirements. Delivery can be
arranged both nationally and internationally.

Valentia
S L A T E

L T D

• Natural and Hand-Carved Gravestones.
• Every piece is specifically designed &
Hand Crafted to suit each clients personal
requirements.
• Memorial Benches, Urns and Flat Grave
Markers also available.
• National & International Delivery.

Tel: 066 9476922
Mobile: 087 2213107
Fax: 066 9476271
Email: valentiaslateltd@eircom.net
Web: www.valentiaslate.com

Knightstown
Valentia Island
Co Kerry
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The Coroner issues a certificate to the
Registrar containing all the details to be
registered.
Deaths should be registered as soon as
possible and no later than 3 months from
the date of the death. You will require the
written permission of the Registrar General
to register any death that was not registered
within one year.

You can approach any Registrar to get a
copy of a Death Certificate. If you are
registering the death, you can get copies of
the Death Certificate at the same time.
There is a reduced fee for those who need
the Death Certificate for social welfare
purposes. You do not necessarily have to
wait for the Death Certificate before
claiming social welfare benefits, as a copy
of the Death Notice from the newspapers
will be accepted if there is a delay in
getting the certificate.
You should approach a maternity hospital or
your local Registrar for information on how
to register a stillborn child.
An application form for a copy of a Death
Certificate is available from the General
Register Office.
You can also apply online for a copy of a
certificate.
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Where to Apply
Contact information for Registrars of Births,
Marriages and Deaths throughout Ireland is
available on the HSE's website (www.hse.ie)
and from your Local Health Office.

Application for late registration
only should be made to:
General Register Office
Government Offices
Convent Road
Roscommon
Ireland
Tel:
Locall:
Fax:
Website:

090 663 2900
1890 25 20 76
090 663 2999
www.groireland.ie
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The Role of a Coroner
A Coroner in Ireland is an independent official with legal responsibility for the
investigation of sudden and unexplained deaths. The role of the Coroner is to
enquire into the circumstances of sudden, unexplained, violent and unnatural
deaths.
This may require a post-mortem examination, sometimes followed by an inquest.
The post-mortem is carried out by a pathologist, who acts as the Coroner's agent for
this purpose. The Coroner's inquiry initially is concerned with establishing whether
or not death was due to natural causes.

The Coroner essentially establishes the "who,
when, where and how" of unexplained death.
A Coroner is not permitted to consider civil
or criminal liability; he or she must simply
establish the facts. If a death is due to
unnatural causes, then an inquest must be
held by law.
A Coroner will not be involved in cases
where a person died from a natural illness or
disease for which the
deceased was

being treated by a doctor within one month
prior to death. In this case, the doctor will
issue the medical certificate of the cause of
death. The death can then be registered and
a death certificate can be obtained.
In cases of sudden, unnatural or violent
death, there is a legal responsibility on
the doctor, registrar of deaths, funeral
undertaker, householder and every person
in charge of any institution or premises in
which the deceased person was residing at
the time of his/her death to report such a
death to the Coroner. The death may be
reported to a member of the Garda
Síochána not below the rank of Sergeant
who will notify the coroner. However at
common law, any person may notify the
Coroner of the circumstances of a particular
death.
In situations where a medical certificate of
the cause of death is not available, the
Coroner will arrange for a post-mortem

The Funeral Handbook

examination of the body. If the post-mortem
examination shows that death was due to
natural causes, and there is no need for an
inquest, a Coroner's Certificate will be issued
to the Registrar of Births and Deaths who will
then register the death and issue the death
certificate.
If death is due to unnatural causes, the
Coroner is obliged to hold an inquest.
The death will be registered by means of a
Coroner's Certificate when the inquest is
concluded (or adjourned in some cases).
Prior to the inquest (or whilst awaiting the
post-mortem report), the Coroner's office will
provide an Interim Certificate of the Fact of

17

Death, which may be acceptable to banks,
insurance companies and other institutions.
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Post-mortem examinations

RULES

A post-mortem (or autopsy) is a procedure
to establish the cause of death. It may
take up to six weeks or longer before a
post-mortem report from the pathologist
is produced.

Certain deaths must be reported to
the Coroner. These deaths include the
following:

The death cannot be registered until the
post-mortem is received. An inquest will
then only be held if the coroner decides
the death is due to unnatural causes.

Deaths occurring at home or other place
of residence:

The Garda Síochana will assist the
Coroner in arranging a formal
identification of the body by a member
of the family or a relative of the deceased.
The Gardaí will send to the Coroner
a report on the circumstances of the
death.

• Where the deceased was not seen and
treated by a doctor within one month
prior to the date of death;

The fact that relatives may be met at the
hospital by a uniformed Garda, or that a
Garda may call to the home to take a
statement, does not mean that the death
is regarded as suspicious. Members of the
Gardaí will in most cases act also as
Coroner's officers.

• Where the deceased was not attended
by a doctor during the last illness;

• Where the death was sudden and
unexpected;
• Where the death may have resulted
from an accident, suicide or homicide;
• Where the cause of death is unknown
or uncertain.
Deaths occurring in hospitals:
• Where the death may have resulted
from an accident, suicide or homicide;
• Where any question of negligence or
misadventure arises in relation to the
treatment of the deceased;
• Where a patient dies before a diagnosis
is made and the general practitioner is
also unable to certify the cause;
• When the death occurred whilst a patient
was undergoing an operation or was
under the effect of an anaesthetic;
• Where the death occurred during or as
a result of any invasive procedure;

The Funeral Handbook

◆
• Where the death resulted from any
industrial disease;
• Where a death was due to neglect or
lack of care (including self neglect);
• Where the death occurred in a mental
hospital.
Deaths reported to the Coroner by an
officer of An Garda Síochána Where
a death may have resulted from an
accident, suicide or homicide;
• Where a death occurred in suspicious
circumstances;
• Where there is an unexpected or
unexplained death;
• Where a dead body is found;
• Where there is no doctor who can
certify the cause of death.
Deaths reported to the Coroner by the
Governor of a Prison in Ireland:
• Immediately following the death of a
prisoner.
Other categories of death reportable
include:
• Sudden infant deaths;
• Certain stillbirths;
• The death of a child in care;
• Where a body is to be removed
abroad.

Post-mortems

In certain situations when someone dies in
Ireland, it may be necessary to carry out
a post-mortem examination (also called
an autopsy) of the deceased's body. A
post-mortem examination is a medical
examination of a dead body to determine
the exact cause of death.

In the case of a violent death, the
post-mortem may be necessary as part of
a criminal investigation. Post-mortems in
Ireland are carried out by a specific type
of physician called a 'pathologist'.
It's important to remember that during a
post-mortem examination, the body is
treated with utmost respect and no
disfigurement of the body takes place.
In fact, the body may be viewed
afterwards, and usually should not
delay funeral arrangements.

19
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The family or next of kin will normally be
asked for their permission before a
post-mortem is carried out. However, where
a Coroner has ordered a post-mortem
examination, the permission of the next of
kin is not necessary.
During a post-mortem examination, all body
cavities (head, chest and abdomen) are
examined and the organs dissected. Small
blocks of tissue and blood samples may
be retained by the pathologist for further
examination. Occasionally, it may be
necessary for the pathologist to retain a
whole organ (or organs) for more detailed
examination in order to establish the cause
of death.
Where an organ is retained, this is purely
for the purpose of establishing or clearly
determining the cause of death.
Consent of the next-of-kin is not required,
but they will be notified. In addition, the
next-of-kin will be required to express a
preference for ultimate disposal of any
organs removed. Retention of an organ
for any other purposes by a pathologist
(i.e., teaching, research, etc.) requires
specific consent from
the next-of kin.

Following the post-mortem examination, the
body will normally be released to the spouse
or next-or-kin immediately after the
examination has been completed
Although the need for a post-mortem will not
usually delay the funeral, the results may not
be available until three to eight weeks later.
In certain circumstances, it may be several
weeks before the post-mortem report is
received from the pathologist. For example,
in situations where a toxicology (drug) screen
is required it may be several months before
the post-mortem report is completed.
Queries relating to post-mortem reports
should be made to the Coroner’s office and
not to the hospital concerned.
You can discuss the results with the
deceased's doctor once the results are
available, and you can then proceed with
registering the death in the usual way.
You cannot register the death until the
post-mortem results are received by the
Coroner's Office.
Prior to inquest (or whilst awaiting the
post-mortem report) the Coroner will provide
on request an Interim Certificate of the Fact
of Death. (This may be acceptable to banks,
insurance companies and other institutions
but you should check with the institutions for
their requirements).

Organ Donation
Each year in Ireland, organ donors save the
live of countless people. If someone is an
organ donor, but their death is (or will be)
reportable to a Coroner, permission of the
Coroner and next-of kin is required before
organs can be donated.

Jennies
Candles
1 Doorly Park, Sligo, Ireland
Tel: 071 9141055 / 087 6340406

www.jenniescandles.net

C AT H O L I C M A R R I A G E C A R E S E R V I C E

• Professional Marriage & Relationship counselling
• Available locally in 60 Centres in the 32 counties
• Fees based on need, not on ability to pay
Contact: 01-5053112 or visit our website www.accord.ie
www.facebook.com/AccordMarriageCare
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In situations where the Coroner grants
permission for donation, the following
post-mortem examination will be limited.
It is for the Coroner to decide this matter,
following consultation with the Gardai
and advice from medical professionals.
In general, the Coroner will facilitate requests
for organ donation.

◆

Inquests

An inquest in Ireland is an official, public
enquiry, presided over by the Coroner
(and in some cases involving a jury) into
the cause of a sudden, unexplained or
violent death. An inquest may be held to
establish the facts of the death, such as
where and how death occurred. An inquest
would not normally be held if a post-mortem
examination of the body could explain the
cause of death.

The inquest will not take place until at least
six weeks after the death. Witnesses may
be required to attend the inquest to give
testimony on oath regarding the
circumstances and cause of the death.
When a jury is present at an inquest, it is the
jury rather than the Coroner who delivers
the verdict. Jury service at an inquest is
obligatory and a majority verdict is used to
reach a verdict. Nobody is found guilty or

innocent at an inquest and no criminal or
civil liability is determined. There are no
"parties" and all depositions, post-mortem
reports and verdict records are
preserved by the Coroner
and are made
available
to the
public.
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An inquest is usually held in a courthouse;
however, hotels or local halls may also be
used. The family of the deceased are entitled
to attend the inquest, but they are not bound
by law or legally obliged to be there.
If the family attend the inquest, they do not
require legal representation on their behalf
(i.e., a solicitor or legal advisor). Sometimes
however, if legal action is being taken as a
result of the death, the family may engage a
solicitor to attend the inquest and take notes.
When the proceedings have been completed,
a verdict is returned in relation to the identity
of the deceased, and how, when and where
the death occurred. The range of verdicts
open to the Coroner or jury (in jury cases, it
is the jury that returns the verdict) include
accidental death, misadventure, suicide,
open verdict, natural causes and unlawful
killing.
A general recommendation designed to
prevent similar deaths occurring may be
made by the coroner or jury. When the
inquest is completed, the Coroner issues a
certificate so that the death can be properly
registered.

RULES
If a death is due to unnatural causes, then
an inquest must be held by law.
JURY AT AN INQUEST
In certain circumstances, a jury must be
present at an inquest. Every person over the
age of twenty-one years residing within a
coroner's district is liable to serve on the jury
at any inquest held within that district unless
they are exempt. The inquest jury must
consist of at least six people (and not more
than 12 people). Circumstances where a jury
is required at an inquest include where:
• The death is due to murder,
manslaughter or infanticide
• The death took place in prison
• The death was caused an accident,
poisoning or a disease requiring
notification to a Government Department
or inspector
• The death was caused by a road traffic
accident
• The death occurred in circumstances,
which if they continued or recurred
would endanger the health or safety of a
member(s) of the public
• The Coroner considers that a jury is
necessary.
To attend as either a juror or witness at an
inquest, you will receive a summons served
by a member of the Garda Síochána. This
summons can be served on you in a number
of ways. For example, by delivering it to you
directly, leaving the summons with your wife
or husband, child, employee or agent at your
last known residence or workplace as long as
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that person is not under 16 years of age,
etc. Failure to attend at jury service at an
inquest is an offence and you will face
penalties. If the jury at the inquest fail to
agree on the cause of death, the Coroner
can either accept the majority decision of the
jury or if the decision is tied, discharge the
jury and hold a new inquest.

WITNESSES AT AN INQUEST
The Coroner decides which witnesses should
give evidence at the inquest and the order in
which they should give their evidence.
Evidence must be presented so as to provide
a logical sequence of the circumstances
surrounding the death. The post-mortem
result establishes the medical cause of death.
Witnesses who are required to attend an
inquest can claim for loss of earnings and
expenses. The rates for fees and expenses
are set by statutory instrument.

PUBLIC ATTENDANCE AT AN INQUEST
All inquests held in Ireland are conducted in
public and anyone may attend. Reports of
inquests may be carried in national and local
newspapers but in practice only a minority of
inquests are actually reported.
Coroners in Ireland are very much aware of
the tragic circumstances often involved in
inquests and will try to treat each inquest
sympathetically. If there is a suicide note, its
existence will be acknowledged. At the
discretion of the Coroner, its contents may be
read out in public. Every attempt is made to
ensure that the inquest proceedings are not
unduly intrusive on families and friends
concerned.
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OFFICIAL REPORTS OF INQUESTS
IN IRELAND
As inquests in Ireland are public enquiries,
it is possible to obtain a copy of the
post-mortem report and any depositions
taken at inquest, including a copy of the
verdict. These official reports are only
available after the inquest has concluded.
There is a small fee for these documents.
Inquest papers are not available prior to the
inquest being held.

HOW TO APPLY
If you have been summoned as a witness
or jury member for an inquest, you will be
notified to the date, time and venue of the
inquest. If you have any questions about the
inquest, contact your local Garda station.
Copies of official reports of inquests are
available from the local Coroner's office. To
obtain a report, you will need to write to the
Coroner's Office requesting this information
and including the name of the deceased, the
date of death, the hospital involved (if any)
and the date of the inquest (if you have this
information).

26

◆

The Funeral Handbook

Missing,
presumed dead

As in other countries, many people go
missing in Ireland every year. While the
majority are safely reunited with their
families, a small minority remain on the
Garda National Missing Persons List. In
2008 there were 7,980 missing person
reports. By the end of the year only 70
remained untraced. For those left behind,
this can be a very difficult time. The
following information explains the legal
situation regarding the estate and
possessions of a missing person.

If someone in Ireland is thought to be dead
but there is no body (for example, because a
person was lost at sea), all of their assets and
property are normally frozen and cannot be
used by anyone. Two exceptions to this are
where the property is jointly owned or where
someone has
Power of
Attorney

to deal with their property or money in their
absence.
Normally, you will not be entitled to a Death
Certificate or to any pension, life insurance
or bereavement-based social welfare
payment in respect of the person who is
missing/believed dead. However, there are
two exceptions to this.
The first exception is in the case where there
is strong evidence that the missing person is,
in fact, dead. Normally, an inquest cannot be
held unless there is a body. However, under
Section 23 of the Coroners Act 1962, a
Coroner may make a submission to the
Minister for Justice and Law Reform
requesting an inquest if he/she has to reason
to believe that a death has occurred in or
near his/her district in such circumstances
that an inquest is appropriate even though
the body may have been destroyed (for
example, in a fire) or be unrecoverable (for
example, after a drowning). If the Minister
thinks it proper, he/she may direct an inquest
to be held in relation to the death.
A Garda report of the accident is usually
submitted and if the verdict by the Coroner is
that the missing person is dead, the person
can legally be presumed dead and the death
can be registered. Only then can the
person's property be distributed, his or her
life insurance and pension paid out, and
their dependants be entitled to bereavementrelated social welfare payments.
While there is no Irish legislation, the general
rule in all other cases (where an inquest
cannot be held) is that an application can
be made to the High Court once the person
has been missing for seven years or more.
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It may not always be necessary to wait for
seven years before applying if there is a very
clear implication from the circumstances that
the person is dead. The High Court will then
examine the situation, and if it finds (on the
balance of probabilities) that the person is
more likely to be dead than alive, a
declaration will be made that the missing
person is legally to be presumed dead.
Once the High Court declaration has been
obtained, the person's property may be
distributed, life insurance and pension
paid out, and the bereavement-related
social welfare payments paid to entitled
dependants.

◆

Exhumation of the
remains of a deceased
person

The prospect and experience of an
exhumation of interred (buried) remains of
a deceased person can often be a very
difficult time for the family and friends of
the deceased person. It is only in strict
circumstances that exhumation occurs in
Ireland. At all times during the process, due
regard for respect to the deceased person
and privacy for the family and friends of the
deceased person is protected.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
If a friend or family member goes missing,
contact your local Garda station.

Missingpersons.ie
Missing Persons Helpline
3rd Floor
Harcourt Centre
Harcourt Street
Dublin 2
Ireland
Locall:

1890 442 552

Web:

www.missingpersons.ie/

Email:

info@missingpersons.ie
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Some examples of situations where an
exhumation of interred remains might be
required or take place include:
• When a court orders an exhumation as
part of a criminal investigation;
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• For public health reasons (e.g. if a
graveyard or cemetery is being moved);
• For family reasons (if the family of the
deceased person requests that the
remains be moved to another burial
ground, another part of the country,
abroad, etc.).

The following information relates to
exhumations for the purpose of reburial
elsewhere.

RULES
Your local authority (which has responsibility
for the maintenance and regulation of burial
grounds in your area) issues special licences
that authorise exhumations but only where
applications for the exhumation of interred
remains comply with very strict guidelines
(including permission granted by the family).
At all times, exhumations can only take place
in the presence of an Environmental Health
Officer from your local authority and the
exhumation is supervised
to ensure privacy

and to protect public health. Before an
exhumation licence is granted, consideration
is given to the length of time the body has
been interred. As a matter of course, the
exhumation of recently deceased people is
not permitted.
Following exhumation, the remains of the
deceased person must be reburied or
cremated within 48 hours of exhumation.
An exhumation licence will not be
granted where:
• The consent of the next of kin has not
been given
• The burial plot cannot be identified
• The remains lie unidentified in a common
plot (e.g. the burial plot of a religious
order)
• Due respect to the deceased cannot be
guaranteed
• The remains to be exhumed are located
below a body that is not to be exhumed
• Public health and decency cannot be
protected
• Graveyard ground conditions are not
conducive to an exhumation
• Conditions attached to the exhumation
licence cannot be complied with.

Environmental health and
exhumations
When a request for an exhumation is
received by your local authority, the
Environmental Health Officer visits and
inspects the grave of the deceased person
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and obtains any further information required
from the management of the cemetery and
the undertakers involved. The Environmental
Health Officer is present at the exhumation
and supervises events to ensure that respect
for the deceased person is maintained and
that public health is protected.
If the remains are to be re-interred in
the same local authority area, the
Environmental Health Officer also supervises
the re-interment. If the remains are to be
re-interred in another local authority area,
the Environmental Health Officer will ensure
that the receiving local authority receives all
necessary details.
During the course of the exhumation,
the Environmental Health Officer
ensures that:
• The correct grave is opened
• The exhumation commences as early
as possible in the morning to ensure
maximum privacy
• The plot/burial ground is screened as
appropriate
• All workers wear protective clothing,
including gloves, overalls, face masks,
etc.
• Everyone present shows due respect to
the deceased person
• The name plate on the casket
corresponds with the name on the
licence
• All remains and pieces of casket,
webbing etc. are placed in the new
casket (shell)
• A supply of disinfectant is available
and used.
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Procedure for exhumation of
interred remains
When an exhumation licence has been
granted by your local authority, the
exhumation of interred remains must take
place within 12 months of the granting of
the licence.
The time, date and place of exhumation
must be notified to the Environmental
Health Officer at least five working days
prior to the exhumation (this is to ensure that
inspection of the plot/grave can take place).
Arrangements regarding the transport and
storage of remains between the period of
exhumation and the eventual re-interment
should also be notified to the Environmental
Health Officer.
Exhumation cannot take place unless the
Environmental Health Officer is present. This
is to ensure that all procedures are complied
with and everyone present shows respect to
the deceased person at all times.
Screens are placed around the existing
grave/burial plot to protect the exhumation
from public view and to
guarantee privacy.
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Sometimes (if necessary), an area of the
graveyard is cordoned off from public view
to facilitate privacy.

Any other remains in the same burial plot
that may have been disturbed during the
exhumation process are re-interred in
accordance with public decency and respect.

Due care should always be taken with burial
plots around the exhumation plot.
RATES
Disinfectants and disposable protective
clothing (including respiratory facemasks)
are made available to staff conducting the
exhumation and any used protective clothing
is disposed of safely following the procedure.

Fees for exhumation licences vary from one
local authority to another.

HOW TO APPLY
The exhumed remains (including the existing
casket) are placed in a new casket
(sometimes this is referred to as the "shell").
This new casket (or shell) is made of timber,
tarred on the inside, followed by a zinc liner
and then covered inside by a leak-proof
plastic membrane. The zinc liner lid is sealed
with a sealant.
The new casket lid is then screwed or nailed
in place and a nameplate giving the name
and date of death of the deceased person
is attached to the exterior lid of the coffin.
This new casket is approved by the
Environmental Health Officer prior to the
date of exhumation.

Exhumation licences are issued by your local
authority. An application for an exhumation
licence should be made to your local
authority and must be accompanied by the
following:
• The appropriate fee
• The completed application form that is
available from your local authority
• A copy of the death certificate of the
deceased person
• A completed certificate from the director
of public health at your Local Health
Office.
• A completed form of consent from the
cemetery management.

WHERE TO APPLY
Queries in relation to the issue of
exhumation licences in your area should
be addressed to the Environmental Health
Officer of your local authority. Contact
information for all local authorities in Ireland
is available at the back of this publication in
the directory.
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Bringing a body to Ireland for burial
or cremation

When someone dies abroad, particularly if the death was sudden or unexpected, it is often
difficult to know how to deal with the practical matters you need to address. Every country
has its own rules about the formalities to be followed when someone dies.

The purpose of the following information is
to set out the general process and rules
involved when bringing a body to Ireland
for burial or cremation.
The information is aimed primarily at
families of Irish citizens. Families of non-Irish
nationals should contact the relevant
embassy for their own country for advice,
if they wish to bring a body to Ireland.
Repatriation of the remains of a deceased
person to Ireland can be a complicated and
costly process. You may therefore wish to
consider having the body cremated abroad

and having the ashes
returned to
Ireland.

33

34

The Funeral Handbook

Notification that an Irish citizen
has died abroad
If the death of an Irish citizen is notified to
the Irish embassy or consulate abroad, the
Garda Sióchána in Ireland are asked to
notify any family/next-of kin in Ireland.
The embassy/consulate can also help
communicate with the police or other
authorities abroad.
If you have been notified of the death of an
Irish citizen abroad by a tour operator or by
someone else, then you should contact the
Irish embassy or consulate for that country
for advice.

or business colleague of the deceased.
Depending on local laws and rules however,
it may be necessary for a family member to
travel to the place where the deceased is, to
confirm the identity.
Further information on the local
arrangements for formal identification of Irish
citizens abroad is available from the Irish
embassy for the country where the death
occurred. While the embassy may assist in
obtaining documents such as death
certificates, etc. it cannot help pay for the
cost of relatives travelling to where a death
occurs. Neither can the embassy pay the
costs of repatriation of bodies back to Ireland
except in exceptional circumstances.

Formal identification of the remains
Before any arrangements can be made to
return a body to Ireland, it will be necessary
to have the remains formally identified. That
is, it is necessary to have the identity of the
deceased officially confirmed in line with the
laws in that country.
The rules on who may formally identify a
deceased person can vary, but usually
identification may be carried out by
a travelling
companion

Appointing a funeral director
In order to obtain the release of the body
for repatriation from the authorities in the
country where the person died, you should
appoint a funeral director in that country.
A funeral director is someone whose
business is to prepare the dead for burial
and to arrange and manage funerals.
Services of funeral directors are not free so
you should check fees and costs associated
prior to engaging these services.
If you live in Ireland and contact a funeral
director here, your funeral director in Ireland
can find a suitable funeral director in the
other country and make the appropriate
arrangements. Alternatively, the Irish embassy
for the country can provide help to Irish
citizens in appointing a local funeral director.
If the death occurred on a package holiday,
the tour operator should be able to help with
arrangements.

WILLIAM RYAN & SONS
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Est. 1914
SUMMERHILL, CO. MEATH AND KILCOCK, CO. KILDARE

We are a family run f irm in it’s fourth generation, offering
a complete and professional 24 hour funeral service.

Discreet and eff icient
service assured

Office:
Funeral Home:
Tel:
William:
Mark:
Email:

Dangan, Summerhill
Church St., Kilcock
046-9557022
087-2053129
086-9881771
info@williamryanandsons.com
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The local funeral director can prepare
the body for repatriation. The funeral
director can also prepare the appropriate
documentation and obtain the death
certificate if possible. Assistance is also
available from the Irish embassy in obtaining
documents such as the death certificate or
medical reports. The local funeral director
can also make all the necessary flight
arrangements.

Clearance from the coroner
The repatriation of a body to Ireland must
be notified to the coroner in Ireland for the
district where the body is being flown to.
If you have appointed a funeral director in
Ireland, the funeral director will contact the
appropriate coroner with the required
documentation. Usually, bodies being
repatriated to Ireland are flown to Dublin
airport. In that case, it is the Dublin County
Coroner who must be notified.
The appropriate documentation in relation to
the deceased has to be made available to
the coroner for clearance by the coroner's
office.
The documentation required includes
• Medical certificate giving cause of death
• Certification as to whether a post-mortem
examination has been carried out or not
• Authorisation to remove the body from
the other country
• Certificate to the effect that the body is
not coming from an area of infectious
disease
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Where there are some concerns as to the
circumstances of the death, the coroner may
direct that an examination of the body be
carried out.

Funeral arrangements
Funeral arrangements in Ireland should not
be confirmed until the coroner's office has
cleared the documentation. International
regulations (Article 3 of the League of
Nations International Regulations concerning
the conveyance of corpses, 1937 and the
Council of Europe Agreement on the
Transfer of Corpses 1973) require all coffins
crossing international frontiers by air or sea
to be metal (zinc or lead) lined and sealed.
These coffins are therefore not suitable for
cremation and either the lining has to be
removed or another coffin provided, if the
body is to be cremated in Ireland.
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Registering the death

RATES

If the death is registered in the country where
the person died, it is not normally registered
in Ireland. Where a system of registration
does not exist in that country or where it is
not possible to obtain copies of the relevant
civil registration record (death certificate), you
should contact the General Register Office in
Ireland to see if the death can be registered
in Ireland.

Repatriation of a deceased person to Ireland
can be very expensive, depending on the
distance to be travelled and other factors.
Check whether the person had travel
insurance or private medical cover to help
cover the costs. Financial assistance with the
cost of repatriation of a dead body is not
available from the Irish embassy.

A death certificate is an important legal
document, evidence of which is frequently
required in Ireland in order to deal with the
deceased's estate, access money, etc.

RULES
While Irish embassies provide consular
services to Irish nationals abroad, this does
not extend to non-EU nationals. Nationals
of other countries should avail of consular
services from their own countries' embassies
and consulates.

CONTACTS

Irish Association of Funeral Directors
Mespil House, Mespil Business Centre,
Sussex Road, Dublin 4
Web: www.iafd.ie

Dublin County Coroner
Bella Vista, 21 Summerhill,
Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin
Tel: +353 1 230 1774

General Register Office
Government Offices, Convent Road,
Co. Roscommon
Tel: +353 90 663 2900
Locall: 1890 25 20 76
Fax: +353 90 663 2999
Web: www.groireland.ie

Department of Foreign Affairs
Consular Services,
69-71 St. Stephen’s Green, Dublin 2
Tel: +353 1 478 0822
Web: www.dfa.ie
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Sending a body from Ireland for burial or
cremation abroad

When someone from another country dies in Ireland there are certain formalities that must
be followed before the body can be sent out of Ireland for burial or cremation elsewhere.
The purpose of the following information is to set out the general process and rules involved.

A funeral director in Ireland can help you
deal with the formalities and can make the
necessary arrangements for 'repatriation'.
Assistance is also available from the relevant
embassy representing the person's country in
Ireland. If the death occurred on a package
holiday in Ireland, the tour operator should
be able to help you with arrangements. A
funeral director from the person's country
may also be able to arrange to have the
body returned home.

sergeant, who will notify the coroner.
However, any person may notify the coroner
of the circumstances of a particular death.

It can be very costly to have a body
repatriated from one country to another
and you may wish to consider having the
body cremated in Ireland and having the
ashes sent to the person's country.

Where a person dies from a natural illness
or disease for which the deceased was being
treated by a doctor within one month of the
death, there is no need to notify the coroner.
In this case, the doctor will issue the medical
certificate of the cause of
death (Death
Notification
Form).

Reporting the death
When a sudden, unnatural or violent death
occurs, there is a legal responsibility on the
doctor, Registrar of deaths, funeral director,
householder and every person in charge of
any institution or premises in which the
deceased person was residing at the time of
their death to report the death to the coroner.
The appropriate coroner is the coroner for
the district where the death occurred. The
death may be reported to a member of the
Garda Síochána, not below the rank of

The coroner will arrange for the body to be
moved to a mortuary facility and for a
medical examination (post-mortem) to be
carried out to determine the cause of death.
The Garda Síochána will assist the coroner in
arranging a formal identification of the body
by a family member or a relative.
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Registering the death
When someone dies in Ireland the death
must be registered as soon as possible.
Where the doctor issues the Death
Notification Form, the death can then be
registered and a death certificate can be
obtained from the local Registrar of births,
marriages and deaths.
A death is automatically registered where a
post-mortem is held at the request of the
coroner however, there is likely to be a delay
in getting a death certificate.

business colleague of the deceased. In some
cases however, it may be necessary for a
family member to travel to confirm the
identification.
International regulations require all coffins
crossing international frontiers to be zinc or
lead lined and sealed. These coffins are not
suitable for cremation and either the lining
has to be removed or another coffin
provided in the country of destination, if
the body is to be cremated.

Documentation
Preparing the body for shipment
home

Before a body can be removed from Ireland
you require the following documentation:

The funeral director you appoint in Ireland
can embalm and prepare the body for
repatriation on funeral director's premises.
Embalming helps preserve the body.

• Coroner's Removal Order/
Non-infectious Note

If a post-mortem has being held, the funeral
director can obtain the release of the body
from the coroner so that it can be prepared.
It is necessary to have the body formally
identified. This can be carried out by a
travelling companion or

• Embalming Certificate
• Passport or Identity Card
• Funeral Director's Declaration
• Embassy Permit
• Notarisation or apostilling of documents
(where applicable)
Your funeral director can obtain the Removal
Order from the coroner and the death
certificate from the Registrar (if available).
You need to find out from the embassy what
formalities and documentation are required.
Your funeral directors can liaise with the
embassy on any formalities that need to be
carried out and in obtaining the required
documentation.
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Travel arrangements
You need to make travel arrangements for
the body from Ireland to the deceased's
country. Your funeral director can arrange
these. The body can be flown home or it
can travel by ferry and over land. While
travelling over land is cheaper, it also takes
longer.
The embassy should be notified of the travel
arrangements so that the authorities in the
deceased's country can be informed. Your
funeral director normally does this. You also
need a funeral director in the deceased's
country who can liaise with the relevant
authorities there and arrange the removal
of the body for burial or cremation when it
arrives.

COSTS
Repatriation of a deceased person abroad
from Ireland can be an expensive process
due to factors such as the distance to be
travelled and how the body is shipped.
Check whether the person had travel
insurance or private medical cover which
would help cover the costs. If the deceased
is covered contact the insurance company
as soon as possible.
Financial assistance with the cost of
repatriating a deceased person abroad is
not available from the authorities in Ireland,
just as it is unavailable from the authorities
in many other countries.

CONTACTS

Irish Association of Funeral Directors
Mespil House, Mespil Business Centre,
Sussex Road, Dublin 4
Tel:
1800 927 111
Email: orla.nolan@gmail.com
Web: www.iafd.ie
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Funerals
The Irish Association of Funeral Directors is the undertaker
industry's trade association.

Members must follow its Code of Practice,
which commits members to:
• discussing and agreeing funeral director's
charges with the next of kin in advance,
unless expressly asked not to do this;

Individual funeral arrangements vary widely
and depend on, among other things, where
the funeral is taking place, the type of coffin
(casket) you get and whether or not you hire
funeral cars.

• professionalism and quality of service in
arranging and conducting the funeral;

The funeral director's job may include
the following:

• openness about cost and payment;
• accurate advertising of prices and
services;

• Discussing the family's and deceased's
wishes and ensuring that all the details
are taken care of and that the whole
process goes smoothly;

• sensitivity, confidentiality and a
commitment to leaving the customer in
control of decisions.

• Provision of the coffin, hearse,
habit/shroud, limousine/transport of
family and embalming;
• Organisation of and payment for the
grave purchase, grave opening/
cremation charges, church offerings,
newspaper announcements, flowers,
music at the ceremony and catering.

Embalming
Embalming is a process involving the
replacement of all body fluids with a
substance designed to prevent the body
from deteriorating. It is not strictly necessary,
especially if the removal and funeral take
place relatively quickly after death. About
half of all bodies are embalmed.
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Burials
Burial grounds (cemeteries) in Ireland
are governed and maintained by local
authorities. The local authority then
usually appoints a registrar or caretaker
for each burial ground to manage the
sale of plots in that site and to maintain
the burial ground in some cases.
Prices for grave plots and burials in Ireland
can vary a lot, so check around for prices, if
possible. See further details ahead in this
section.

Home burials
It is possible to bury a loved one outside an
official graveyard, for example, on family
land. However, it is very difficult to do so.
It is very wise to sort this out well in advance
of the death, as it may be impossible to
organise legally at short notice. You will
receive a visit from an Environmental Health

Inspector from the local authority's health
department who will ascertain that the
proposed burial site will not pollute any
water sources or drainage channels and
goes down to a depth of eight feet. You
should get in touch with your local authority
(County Council or Corporation) for
further details.
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Cremation
You can have the deceased's body cremated
and dispose of the ashes by burying them in
a family plot, using facilities provided by the
crematorium or disposing of them privately.

Funeral costs
Funeral costs can vary widely depending on
what you opt for and depending on whether
it is a city or country funeral (rural funeral
costs are generally less expensive). If you
have difficulty paying for the funeral, your
Community Welfare Officer may be able to
help.

USEFUL ORGANISATION
The Irish Association of Funeral Directors has
a Customer Care Charter that includes a
complaints procedure. The procedure
involves investigating complaints, trying to
find a resolution and providing a full
response in writing within 30 days.

Irish Association of Funeral Directors
Mespil House, Mespil Business Centre,
Sussex Road, Dublin 4
Web: www.iafd.ie
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Burials

Burial grounds (cemeteries) in Ireland are
the responsibility of the local authorities,
who operate many of them and appoint a
registrar or caretaker for each of their burial
ground to manage the sale of plots in that
site, and in some cases to maintain the
burial ground.

Parishes operate some burial grounds while
local groups also operate burial grounds. If
you want to purchase a burial plot, you can
contact your local authority to get contact
details. However, many funeral directors
offer to handle the purchase of burial plots
as part of their package of funeral services.
It is important to point out that many burial
grounds or graveyards in Ireland are already
full, and there may be restrictions on the
pre-purchase or buying in advance of burial
plots, such as limiting advance buying to
those over 65 years of age.
All burials must be registered with the local
authority and the location of the grave noted.
This is done by the people who manage the
graveyard.

RULES
BURIAL GROUND LAYOUT
Regulations issued by the Minister for the
Environment, Heritage and Local
Government to each local authority govern
the site and specifications of burial grounds.
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If a local authority or local group decides
to either extend an existing burial ground
or establish a new one, the Chief/County
Medical Officer, the Engineer and the
Planning Officer of that authority decide
whether the location is suitable on the basis
of proximity to other buildings and road
infrastructure and the capacity for the land
to be drained.
The regulations also set out technical
specifications for burial grounds. For
example, the front boundary wall of a
burial ground must be set at least seven
metres in from the road to allow visitors to
the site to park their cars. A margin of at
least one metre inside the boundary wall of
each burial ground must be allowed for and
it is suggested that this margin be planted.
There should be a passageway of at least
one metre in width between rows of grave
spaces.

BURIAL PLOT LAYOUT
The regulations provide that grave spaces
must be clearly and permanently marked,
such as with numbers, to facilitate the
location of an individual grave at any time.
Grave spaces have to be at least nine feet
long by four feet wide or at least six feet long
by three feet wide in the case of children less
than twelve years of age.
At the time of the first interment or burial at a
grave space, it should be sunk to a depth of
at least eight feet or to a lesser depth as
decided by the County Medical Officer if the
sub-soil does not allow for a depth of eight
feet.
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It is permissible to reopen a grave in order to
bury a member of the same family, but a
space of at least one foot above the previous
burial must be left. Generally, it is possible to
bury three to four persons in each grave
space.

LOOKING AFTER BURIAL PLOTS
Caretakers may also be employed by the
local authority to maintain the graveyard,
though many local authorities now
encourage the establishment of voluntary
groups who maintain burial grounds in their
area.
These groups are supported by many local
authorities in the form of burial ground
maintenance priming grants. This grant helps
towards the cost of the groups' activities,
which include grass cutting and planting in
burial grounds, weed control, and the
construction and improvement of gates,
entrances and boundary walls.
Many local authorities offer the further
incentive of the best kept burial ground
grant, which is awarded to groups who are
judged by the local authority to have best
maintained the
burial grounds
in their
area.
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GRAVESTONES
It is possible to design a headstone yourself
or hire a sculptor to make it for you, but, in
practice, the funeral directors you employ to
look after funeral arrangements will arrange
the construction and installation of a
headstone themselves.
It is necessary to obtain permission before
erecting headstones, but the funeral directors
will arrange this also. Headstones/memorials
are generally subject to a maximum height of
seven feet.

BURIAL WHERE THE DECEASED
HAS NO MEANS
If someone dies without the means to pay
for burial and if this person has no traceable
next of kin, it is the responsibility of the
Health Service Executive (HSE) or local
authority to ensure that the person is buried
in a dignified manner that does not impinge
on public health or public decency. The HSE
or local authority will also be liable for the
charges and costs involved in doing so.

RATES
The cost of buying a burial plot varies. If
you hire funeral directors to arrange the
purchase for you, they will indicate how
much the burial plot costs as part of the
overall expense of a funeral.

HOW TO APPLY
If you wish to purchase a burial plot, you
should start by contacting your local authority
for contact details.
Your local authority may also be able to
help if you want to start or join a voluntary
cemetery maintenance group or apply for
grants for such a group.

WHERE TO APPLY
Contact your local authority.
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Cremations

Cremation is an alternative to burial when
someone dies. All Christian denominations
and most other religious sects around the
world permit cremation. Some religions
(for example, Orthodox Judaism and Islam)
do not.

There are four crematoria (that is, four
separate crematoriums) in Ireland, three of
which are located in Dublin and the fourth is
in Cork. Access to these cremation facilities
is not, however, restricted to people living in
Dublin or Cork. Anyone may arrange for a
cremation to take place in any of these
crematoria.

RULES
If you wish to arrange a cremation you
should contact a funeral director who
will ensure that the statutory (or legal)
requirements are met.
Before cremation, forms must be signed by a
medical referee who must be satisfied that
the attending doctor viewed the body before
and after the death, completed the medical
certificate and the necessary form stating that
there is no reason why the body should not
be cremated. The attending doctor is
required to examine whether or not the death
should be notified to the coroner.

There may be difficulties arranging an
immediate cremation if the cause of death is
unclear. A coroner may in this case complete
a Coroner's Cremation Certificate which will
allow the cremation to go ahead. In some
cases, a Garda Superintendent has the
power to stop a cremation.
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Services
Similar to burials, it is usual to hold an
appropriate service in your local church
or place of worship. The coffin is then
removed to the chapel in the crematorium
grounds, where a short committal service
takes place (similar to that at the graveside).
The mourners take their seats in the chapel.
The coffin is then brought into the chapel
and the service begins. At the end of the
service, the coffin is moved into the
committal room and the mourners leave.
The form of the service depends on the
religion of the deceased. You can make
other arrangements however if you wish.

Cremation

The Code of Cremation Practice requires that
the coffin is placed in the cremator in exactly
the same condition as that in which it arrived
at the crematorium.
Only one coffin is cremated at a time. The
only exceptions to this are in cases where it is
requested that both coffins are cremated
together; for example a mother and baby, or
twin children.

The ashes
The ashes are available 24 to 48 hours
after the cremation. You can make
arrangements through the funeral director
or the crematorium for the remains to be
buried in the crematorium's garden of
remembrance or placed in a niche in a
columbarium wall, if there is one.

After the committal service the coffin is taken
from the committal room to the crematorium
building.

(A columbarium wall is a structure containing
small spaces where you can place cremated
remains in urns, etc.).

The body, along with the coffin, is cremated
on the same day as the service. Crematorium
regulations require that only combustible
materials are used in the manufacture of
coffins for use in cremation.

Alternatively, the ashes can be removed in
an urn which can be supplied by the funeral
director or the crematorium. You can then
bury the remains in the family grave or
disperse them. If the dispersal is not on
private ground, permission should be
obtained from the appropriate authority,
for example, the local authority.

COSTS
There is no significant difference between
the cost of a burial and a cremation, unless
a new family grave has to be purchased for
the burial. The funeral director's charges are
usually the same.

E

THE PERSONAL CARE YOU NEED.
THE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE YOU DESERVE.

Established in 1927, James Hughes & Son Funeral Directors is now owned and personally
managed by George Mullins. It remains a family-run business with an exceptional reputation for
trustworthiness, quality and excellent customer service. All funerals are personally supervised in
a caring and professional manner.
With our head office and funeral home located on the Kilcullen Road in Naas and our office
in Dublin, our funeral directors will personally arrange each funeral from beginning to end,
caring for both the deceased and the members of their families.
We will visit bereaved families in their homes if requested and discuss each detail of the funeral
service, ensuring peace of mind at this difficult time. Our service is respectful and caring as we
dedicate our time to catering for the unique requests of each family’s individual needs.
We are members of the Irish Association of Funeral Directors (I.A.F.D.). Our embalmers are fully
qualified and members of the British Institute of Embalmers (B.I.E.).

Phone: 045 865156 - 24 hours a day

Kilcullen Road, Naas, Co. Kildare
Tel: 045 865 156
Mobile: 087 255 7299
Fax: 045 894 837
Email: jameshughesandson@agm.ie
Web: www.jameshughesandson.ie

Kilboys Funeral Directors
Est. 1903

Over one hundred years of dedication and service

Based in Loughrea, Kilboys' family run funeral service have been providing
professional, sensitive and courteous services to bereaved families for over 100 years.
We try in every possible way to make a time of grief and sadness easier, by helping
you make the funeral arrangements, to your specific wishes and instructions.

Our Services
•

Funeral Services: As this is a very trying and upsetting time for families, we endeavour to assist in any
which way we can by arranging everything required for your loved one's funeral. We provide a seven day a week,
24 hour service. We do all arrangements with cemetries as required.

•

Funeral Home: We plan your full funeral, in our appropriately appointed offices.

•

Certificates: We will also assist you in obtaining medical certificates and registration of death.

•

Attention to detail...Arranging of organist, choir and soloist and provision of all floral tributes.
Full graveside preparation including dressing of grave internal and external.

•

Catering: Arranging of all catering required for funeral in small or public venue and larger hotels, if required.

•

Personalised Memorabilia: Personal breastplates, grave markers, grave crossses and books of condolence
can all be supplied.

•

Repatriation: Repatriation involves the transportation of a deceased person from one country their country
of origin.

•

Floral Tributes: We can organise and arrange flowers for a funeral.
For further information please visit our website

www.kilboys.com
Bride Street & Station Road, Loughrea, Co. Galway
Tel: (091) 841265 / (087) 2554211 Email: info@kilboys.com
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WHERE TO APPLY

Irish Association of Funeral Directors
Mespil House, Mespil Business Centre,
Sussex Road, Dublin 4
Web: www.iafd.ie

Glasnevin Crematorium
Glasnevin Cemetery
Finglas Road, Glasnevin
Dublin 11
Tel: (01) 830 5211
Web: www.funeralbooking.com/
glasnevin_crematorium/
Email: info@glasnevincemetery.ie

Island Crematorium
Rocky Island
Ringaskiddy, Cork
Ireland
Tel: (021) 486 4000
Web: www.islandcrematorium.ie

Newlands Cross Crematorium
Ballymount Road, Clondalkin
Dublin 24
Ireland
Tel: (01) 459 2288

Mount Jerome Crematorium
Mount Jerome
Harolds Cross, Dublin 6
Tel: (01) 497 1269
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Bereavement grants

A Bereavement Grant is a once-off payment
made in respect of a death. Eligibility for
this grant is not related to your ability to
pay for the funeral. Your eligibility is usually
based on PRSI contributions.

In the event of a death, you may be able
to apply for a standard Bereavement Grant
(a once-off grant based on your PRSI
contributions).
In addition (depending on your
circumstances), you may be able to apply
for some other social welfare payments.
For example; the Widowed or Surviving
Civil Partner Grant for widows/widowers/
surviving civil partners with dependent
children.
You may also be eligible for a Special
Funeral Grant (under the Occupational
Injuries Benefits
scheme).

RATES
A Bereavement Grant is a payment of €850.
The grant is usually paid to the person
responsible for payment of the funeral bill.
(For example, the grant can be paid to
the husband, wife, civil partner, personal
representative or next-of-kin of the deceased
person).
In addition to the Bereavement Grant, you
may also be entitled to a Widowed or
Surviving Civil Partner Grant of €6,000
for widows/widowers/civil partners with
dependent children.
You may also be eligible for a Special
Funeral Grant (under the Occupational
Injuries Benefits scheme) of €850.
Payments are made by cheque.
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Standard
bereavement grant

The Bereavement Grant is a once-off
payment to help with funeral costs. Eligibility
for this grant is not related to your ability to
pay for the funeral. Your eligibility is usually
based on PRSI contributions.

The grant is also paid on the death of a
person who has been getting a contributory
pension or on the death of their spouse or
civil partner or someone for whom the
contributory pensioner would have been
getting an Increase for a Qualified Adult or
an Increase for a Qualified Child.
If a pensioner would have been getting a
contributory pension but chose to be paid
a non-contributory pension at a higher rate,
they or their spouse, civil partner or
dependants are still eligible for a
Bereavement Grant. Also, someone for
whom the contributory pensioner would
have been getting an Increase for a
Qualified Adult, but for the fact that they
were getting a non-contributory payment in
their own right will qualify (for example,
a contributory pensioner's spouse or civil
partner who is getting a Carer's Allowance,
State Pension (Non-Contributory) or Blind
Pension.)
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Disability allowance and the
bereavement grant
The Grant will be paid automatically to the
next of kin following the death of a person
who was aged between 16 and 22 and
getting Disability Allowance.

Guardian's payment (contributory)
and the bereavement grant
A Bereavement Grant is also paid on the
death of an orphan for whom a Guardian's
Payment (Contributory) was being paid to
their guardian.

RULES
To qualify for this grant:
• The deceased person must have died
on or after 2nd February 1999
• The applicant must be an insured person
or the spouse, civil partner or dependent
child/children of an insured person.
(This includes Class A, Civil and Public
servants (Class B and Class D insurance),
self-employed people (Class S) and
Voluntary Contributors).
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• The deceased must either have a set
number of contributions paid over a
specified time period (see 'How to qualify
using your social insurance record'), or
have been getting of one of a number
of specified contributory social welfare
payments, or aged between 16 and 22
and getting Disability Allowance.

How to qualify using your social
insurance record
To qualify for the Bereavement Grant based
on your social insurance contributions, you
must have the following below:
• At least 156 weeks paid PRSI
contributions since you began
insurable employment or
• At least 26 weeks paid PRSI since you
began insurable employment (see Note
below)
NOTE:
• If you have at least 26 weeks paid
PRSI contributions since you began
insurable employment, you must also
have:-

• 39 weeks paid or credited PRSI
contributions in the relevant tax year or
• A yearly average of 39 weeks paid or
credited over the 3 or 5 tax years before
the relevant tax year or
• A yearly average of 26 weeks paid or
credited PRSI contributions between 1979
(or starting work if later) and the end of
the tax year before the person died or
reached pension age, (age 66 at present)
or
• A yearly average of 26 weeks paid PRSI
or credited contributions between
1 October 1970 (or since starting work
if later) and the end of the tax year before
the person died or reached pension age
(age 66 at present)

RATES
This is a once-off payment of €850.
The grant is paid by cheque to the person
responsible for paying the funeral bill.

HOW TO APPLY
You can download and complete the
application form BG1 within 12 months of
the date of death. You can also obtain an
application form from your local social
welfare office.
You will need to forward the deceased's PPS
number and Death Certificate with the
application form. You will also be required
to forward the funeral bill or receipt of
payment with your application for the grant.

B

Quality Memorial Cards
With A Difference

Based in West Cork, but serving the entire
country, Amemoir is the company that, in 1997,
originated the new memorial card designs that
are now so popular. The Bookmark, PocketCard
and Keepsake card form the backbone of their
beautiful range, which extends to four-page and
single card acknowledgement cards and
Memorial pictures.
They are also happy to carry out special orders,
and, within the physical dimensions of the
cards, can work their magic on just about
anything you might care to include in your
design, giving you an individually designed
montage of treasured photos and happy
memories.

They offer the memorial cards on their own, or,
in a pack with acknowledgement cards and
envelopes.
They are happy to discuss your requirements
with you and will supply a proof before final
printing. Call them on 027 51575 or visit the
website at www.amemoir.ie and request a
sample pack.

Patrick Larkin

Funeral Directors

We are there when you need us, offering comfort and support in a dignified and caring manner
We offer the following services that includes:

PATRICK LARKIN FUNERAL DIRECTOR
JKL Street, Edenderry, Co. Offaly
Tel: 046 9731594
Mobile: 086 6018260 / 086 6054473
Email: pl@larkinsundertakers.com
Website: patricklarkinfuneraldirectors.com

• Burials and Cremations
• Experienced professional staff, available
24 hours
• Organising Religious and Civil Services
• Placement of Death Notices
(press, radio, web)
• Use of Private Funeral Home
• Organise floral tributes
• Grave Opening
• Arranging Ceremony Music
• Repatriation to and from
Ireland
• Catering arrangements
• After-funeral care and advice
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(You should note that photocopies of the
death certificate and funeral bill/receipt are
not acceptable. Death certificates for social
welfare purposes are available from the
Registrar of Births, Deaths and Marriages).
One of the following can claim the
payment:
• The personal representative (executor or
administrator) of the deceased
• The spouse, civil partner or children of
the deceased
• The husband, wife, or civil partner of
any of the next of kin
• Any other person claiming entitlement

WHERE TO APPLY
Blind Pension, state pension, Widow's,
Widower's or Survivor’s pension,
guardian’s payment or deserted wife's
payment:

Department of Social Protection
Social Welfare Services
College Road
Sligo
Tel: (071) 915 7100
LoCall: 1890 500 000
Web: www.welfare.ie

All other applications:

Bereavement Grant Section
Social Welfare Services Office
Government Buildings
Ballinalee Road
Longford
Tel: (043) 334 0000
LoCall: 1890 92 77 70
Web: www.welfare.ie
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Special funeral grant

If someone dies at work, a "Special Funeral
Grant" is available under the Occupational
Injuries Benefits scheme.

RATES
Special Funeral Grant: €850.

HOW TO APPLY

RULES
To be eligible for this grant, the death
must have resulted from:
• an accident at work,
• an accident while travelling directly to
or from work

To apply download and complete claim
form OB 61.
To apply you need:
• the original Death Certificate/interim
Death Certificate
• a copy of the death notice

• an occupational disease.

• a note of the funeral expenses.

You must have paid a minimum of one
week's PRSI requirements.

WHERE TO APPLY

This special funeral grant is paid under the
Occupational Injuries Benefits scheme
instead of either the Standard or Widowed
Person's Bereavement Grant.

Department of Social Protection
Government Buildings
Ballinalee Road
Longford
Tel: (043) 334 0000
LoCall: 1890 927 770
Web: www.welfare.ie
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Bereavement counselling and support services
Although everyone's personal reaction to
bereavement is different, most people
experience some of the following emotional
responses when someone close to them dies.
These include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Disbelief
Anger
Relief
Depression
Despair
Loneliness

•
•
•
•
•

Shock
Sadness
Guilt
Anxiety
Longing

These emotions normally occur, however,
some or more of these responses may be
experienced for differing lengths of time,
depending on the individual.
The main initial responses to a death - even
one that has long been expected - are
disbelief, shock and anger. These may lessen
in time and can be followed by a sense of
guilt, depression, anxiety and despair.
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You may also feel an acute sense of longing
for the dead person, hopelessness at the
thought of their absence, loneliness and
sadness at their loss or even a sense of relief
that they are gone (which may, in turn, lead
to feelings of guilt).
Some physical symptoms experienced after
bereavement can be quite acute and
distressing. It is important to realise that
these are normal parts of the grieving
process and will pass in time.

Toddlers, young children, teenagers and
adults all react to death very differently. It
can be very important to tell children about
a death in a way that they can handle at that
particular age.
There are many bereavement services and
support groups throughout the country,
both public and private, professional and
voluntary, religious and secular. If you are
religious, there may be pastoral care
available through your local priest, order,
minister, rabbi or congregation.

Physical reactions may include:
• loss of energy and interest in life
• an inability to sleep or constant tiredness
• poor concentration and forgetfulness

You should make contact through the
relevant place of worship. There is an
online bereavement support forum for
widows, widowers and bereaved life
partners at www.widows.ie.

• loss of appetite or compulsive comfort
eating
• a "frozen" inability to cry or a tendency
to continuously burst into tears

WHO TO CONTACT

• nausea and/or diarrhoea

Barnardos Bereavement
Counselling for Children

• headaches and unexplained body
pains.

Barnardos
Christchurch Square
Dublin 8
Tel: (01) 473 2110
(Mon-Fri, 10am-12noon, Wed 12-2pm)

Email: bereavement@barnardos.ie
Web: www.barnardos.ie/
what-we-do/specialistservices/bereavement-counselling

ATHBOY PARISH
BEREAVEMENT
SUPPORT GROUP
Parish Bereavement Support Goup
organise “Journey Through Grief ”
every Advent and Lent

Bereavement
Support
Group
sharing for
those who
have lost
a loved one

Tel: (046) 943 2184

The experience of losing a loved one whether sudden, or expected, may be enormously difficult.
Bereavement is a universal phenomenon. However, each person’s experience of grief is unique and can
manifest in a range of symptoms both physical and emotional as you work through the loss and life without
your loved one. It is important to recognize that this is normal and that each individual – child, adolescent
or adult grieves differently. Sometimes however, we may meet a roadblock in the grieving process and feel
stuck or in need of support.

DM counselling services offers a supportive and confidential space in which feelings, issues
and roadblocks that may feel overwhelming can be explored through counselling or the
medium of play therapy for children.

If you feel that you, or someone you know needs support you can contact me at
Tel: (087) 175-6857 Web: www.dmcounsellingservices.ie
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Health Promotion Unit
Department of Health and Children
Hawkins House
Hawkins Street
Dublin 2
Tel: (01) 635 4000

National Association of Widowers
and Deserted Husbands Association
54 Foster Terrace
Ballybough
Dublin
Tel: (01) 855 2334

Fax: (01) 634 4372
Email: healthpromotionunit@health.irlgov.ie

Widowed Young Ireland

Web: www.healthpromotion.ie

Reighmore House
Kilmacanogue
Wicklow

Console

Email: info@widowedyoung.ie

All Hallows College
Grace Park Road
Drumcondra
Dublin 9

Rainbows Ireland

Tel: (01) 857 4300
(Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm)

National Office
Loreto Centre
Crumlin Road
Dublin 12

Fax: (01) 857 4310

Tel: (01) 473 4175

Email: info@console.ie

Fax: (01) 473 4177

Web: www.console.ie

Email: ask@rainbowsireland.com
Web: www.rainbowsireland.com

National Association of Widows
in Ireland
Coleraine House
Coleraine Street
Dublin 7
Tel: (01) 872 8814
Email: info@nawi.ie
Web: www.nawi.ie
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Irish Sudden Infant Death Association
Carmichael House
4 North Brunswick Street
Dublin 7
Tel: (01) 873 2711
Fax: (01) 872 6056
LoCall: 1850 391 391
Email: isida@eircom.net
Web: www.isida.ie

Child Focus
Irish Society for Prevention of
Cruelty to Children
29 Lower Baggot Street
Dublin 2

Miscarriage Association of Ireland

Tel: (01) 676 7960

Carmichael Centre
North Brunswick Street
Dublin 7
Ireland

Fax: (01) 678 9012

Tel: (01) 873 5702

Email: ispcc@ispcc.ie

Email: info@miscarriage.ie

Web: www.ispcc.ie/Services/
Child-Focus.aspx

Web: www.miscarriage.ie

Irish Hospice Foundation
4th Floor
Morrison Chambers
32 Nassau Street
Dublin 2
Tel: (01) 6793188
Fax: (01) 6730040
Email: info@hospice-foundation.ie
Web: www.hospice-foundation.ie
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Support services for those affected by suicide

In Ireland, many people have a role to play in providing appropriate assistance within the
first few hours following a death by suicide. These people include the Gardai, Coroners,
health professionals, funeral directors, etc.

If you are, or have been bereaved by suicide
you may experience a range of emotions
including shock, disbelief, guilt and anger.
As suicide may occur unexpectedly or be very
sudden, this makes it traumatic for those left
behind (particularly for family and friends).
The Central Statistics Office in Ireland
recorded the number of suicides that were
registered in 2004 as 457. There were 189
suicides of people under 35, an 11%
decrease on the 2003 figures. However,
there were 268 suicides for those aged 35
and over, a 16% increase on 2003 figures.
Males represented 78% of those who died
by suicide, while females represented 22%.
The provisional figures for 2005 are 432
suicides, of which 354 were male and 78
were female.
Even though this is an extremely difficult
time, there are important practical and
material matters that can and will arise after
any death. It's also important to be aware
that there are a range of organisations
throughout Ireland that can help if you have
been bereaved through suicide or if you find
yourself in a supporting role to someone who
has been bereaved in this way.
Each situation involving suicide is different
and people react in different ways.

If you are in a supporting role it is important
to be extremely sensitive to the needs of the
bereaved person. It's also important to know
that if you are in a supportive role, there may
come a time when you find that you can no
longer offer the level or standard of support
that is needed.
The following organisations (listed on the
next page) can help.
They will offer you advice, information and
support during this very distressing time
and can also help put you in touch with
other people in your area that have been
through this experience.
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National Office for Suicide
Prevention
In September 2005 the Department of Health
and Children announced the establishment
of a National Office for Suicide Prevention.
The establishment of a National Office arose
as a result of Ireland's National Strategy for
Action on Suicide Prevention.
The National Strategy is a ten-year plan
setting out a range of actions to be taken
by various State and non-governmental
agencies targeting suicide prevention among
specific target groups (e.g., young men,
prisoners, general population, etc).

USEFUL ORGANISATIONS
There is a network of Suicide Prevention
Resource Officers appointed in the Health
Service Executive (HSE) across Ireland that
provide information on local support services
for those who have been bereaved through
suicide.

National Office for Suicide Prevention
Health Service Executive
Population Health Directorate
Health Service Executive
Dr. Steven's Hospital, Dublin 8
Tel: (01) 635 2139, (01) 635 2179

The National Office for Suicide Prevention
oversees the implementation of the National
Strategy and co-ordinate suicide prevention
efforts around the country. It also works
closely with the Health Service Executive's
Resource Officers for Suicide Prevention.

Email: info@nosp.ie
Web: www.nosp.ie

You may also find some of the following
voluntary and community organisations
may be of assistance.

Console
All Hallows College
Grace Park Road
Drumcondra, Dublin 9
Tel: (01) 857 4300 Mon-Fri 9am - 5:30pm
Fax: (01) 857 4310
Email: info@console.ie
Web: www.console.ie
Low-cost, one-on-one counselling service
for anyone affected by suicide. Also run
therapeutic support groups and courses
(low-cost). Provide referral service.
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Aware

Samaritans

72 Lower Leeson Street
Dublin 2
Ireland

Marlboro Street
Dublin 1

Tel: (01) 661 7211
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LoCall: 1850 609090
Web: www.samaritans.org

LoCall: 1890 303302
Fax: (01) 661 7217

National Suicide Research Foundation

Email: info@aware.ie

1 Perrott Avenue
College Road, Cork

Web: www.aware.ie/
Aware operate a helpline providing
non-directive counselling from 10am-10pm
every day all year round.

Barnardos Bereavement Counselling
for Children
Barnardos
Christchurch Square
Dublin 8
Tel: (01) 473 2110
Mo-Fri, 10 am-12noon, Wed 12-2pm

Email: bereavement@barnardos.ie
Web: www.barnardos.ie/what-wedo/specialist-services/
bereavement-counselling

Irish Association of Suicidology
P.O. Box 11634
Ballsbridge, Dublin 4
Tel: (01) 667 4900
Email: info@ias.ie
Web: www.ias.ie

Tel: (021) 427 7499
Email: mailto@nsrf@iol.ie
Web: www.nsrf.ie

National Suicide Bereavement
Support Network
P.O. Box 1, Cork
Web: www.nsbsn.org
Email: info@nsbsn.org
Offers support and information to those
bereaved by suicide. Holds seminars,
information days, training days, etc.

e Depot
Understanding Your Grief;
Personalising Memorial Print
Death is sudden. No matter how well prepared we are, the final parting is shattering
and the last thing on our minds at that point are arrangements. Yet, we have to move
to the removal and burial stage with a level of speed. Too much, too soon; it’s
overwhelming.
That’s where the Depot can help. We
understand personal loss and feelings.
That’s why we deliver a very personalised
and sensitive Memorial Print service. We
know what’s needed initially – a framed
photograph for the coffin; a personalised
candle for the funeral; a requiem booklet
for the Mass/Service; a personalised grave
gift to mark the grave until the headstone is
lovingly chosen, and perhaps, a key ring for
the children or grandchildren as a keepsake.
Whatever the requirement, be assured that
the Depot team will design and produce it
sensitively and to your specific requirements.
If you can’t find a photograph in the midst
of your grief, we can incorporate an image,
picture, flower or an emblem of your choice
instead.
Time is a healer; it’s true, but at the time
of death it is hard to understand those four
small words. That’s why it’s best to wait a
while to choose your Memorial Stationery.
You’ll have time to find the photograph you’d

like for the memorial card/bookmark. You’ll
have had space to think about the design of
the card and the words that best recall the
life of the deceased. You’ll also know how
many acknowledgement cards you’ll need
and which type you’d like to send; they’re
as important as the memorial card. After all,
anyone who took the time to have a Mass
said would like their personal keepsake.
Death is not something we like to plan for;
however, this booklet has been produced to
give you an appreciation of what you’ll need
to do in time. We’re here to help and guide
you.
When it’s time to choose Memorial
Stationery: memoriam, wallet,
acknowledgement or missal cards,
notepaper, bookmarks, key rings, grave
gifts or something bespoke to you, then call:
June or Nuala at The Depot,
242 Harold’s Cross Road, Dublin 6w:
01 4965451.

We’ll make this part of the journey easier
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Legal Advice

◆

Making a will

A will is a witnessed document that sets out
in writing the deceased's wishes for his or
her possessions, (called his or her 'estate'),
after death.
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It is important for you to make a will because
if you do not, and die without a will, the law
on intestacy decides what happens to your
property. A will can ensure that proper
arrangements are made for your dependants
and that your property is distributed in the
way you wish after you die, subject to certain
rights of spouses/civil partners and children.

If you did not name any executors in your will
or if the executors are unable or unwilling
to apply for a Grant of Representation,
documents called Letters of Administration
(With Will) are issued. When your estate is
distributed, the legal rights of your
spouse/civil partner and children, if any, will
be fulfilled first after any debts are paid
before any other gifts are considered.

What happens if you die having
made a will

What happens if you die without a
will or your will is invalid

Reasons for making a will

If you have made a will, you are called a
testator (male) or testatrix (female). A person
who dies having made a valid will is said to
have died 'testate'. If you die testate, then all
your possessions will be distributed in the
way you set out in your will. It is the job of
the executor or executors you named in your
will to make sure this happens.
There are legal limits as to how much of your
property goes to which person, as set out in
law in the Succession Act, 1965. An executor
can be a beneficiary under the will. In other
words, the executor can also inherit under
the will.
After you die, somebody has to deal with
your estate, by gathering together all your
money and your possessions, paying any
debts you owe and then distributing what is
left to the people who are entitled to it. If you
leave a will before you die, one or more of
the executors you named in your will usually
has to get legal permission from the Probate
Office or the District Probate Registry for the
area in which you lived at the time of death
to do this.
Permission comes in the form of a document
called a Grant of Representation.

A person who dies without a will is said to
have died 'intestate'. If you die intestate, this
means your estate, or everything that you
own, is distributed in accordance with the
law by an administrator. To do this, the
administrator needs permission in the form
of a Grant of Representation.
When a person dies without a will or when
their will is invalid, this Grant is issued as
Letters of Administration by the Probate
Office or the District Probate Registry for the
area in which the person lived at the time of
death.
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RULES
Distribution of your estate when you die
intestate or have not made a valid will
The legal rules governing the distribution of
your property apply:
• When you have not made a will;
• When the will has been denied probate
because it has not been made properly
or a challenge to it has been successful;
• When the will does not completely deal
with all your possessions.

In these cases, after debts and expenses have
been deducted, the estate is distributed in the
following way. If you are survived by:
• A spouse/civil partner but no children
(or grandchildren): your spouse/civil
partner get the entire estate.
• A spouse/civil partner and children:
your spouse/civil partner gets two-thirds
of your estate and the remaining
one-third is divided equally among your
children. If one of your children has died,
that share goes to his/her children.

• Children, but no spouse/civil partner:
your estate is divided equally among
your children (or their children).
• Parents, but no spouse/civil partner or
children: your estate is divided equally
between your parents or given entirely to
one parent if only one survives.
• Brothers and sisters only: your estate is
shared equally among them, with the
children of a deceased brother or sister
taking his/her share.
• Nieces and nephews only: your estate is
divided equally among those surviving.
• Other relatives only: your estate is
divided equally between the nearest
equal relationship.
• No relatives: your estate goes to the
state.

The requirements of a valid will
It is possible to draw up a will yourself or you
can hire a solicitor to help you.
For a will to be legally valid, the following
rules apply:
• The will must be in writing;
• You must be over 18 or have been or
be married;
• You must be of sound mind;
• You must sign or mark the will or
acknowledge the signature or mark in
the presence of two witnesses;
• Your two witnesses must sign the will in
your presence;

The Funeral Handbook

73

• Your two witnesses cannot be people who
will gain from your will and they must be
present with you at the same time for
their attestation to be valid. The witnesses'
spouses/civil partners also cannot gain
from your will;
• Your witnesses must see you sign the will
but they do not have to see what is
written in it;
• The signature or mark must be at the
end of the will.
These are all legal requirements and if any
of them are not met, the will is not valid. If
you want to change your will after you make
it, you can add a codicil (amendment or
change) to your will; this codicil must meet
the same requirements as set out above.

The format of the will
You do not have to have your will in any set
format. However, it is important that the will
has the following:
• Your name and address;
• A statement that says you revoke or
disown all earlier wills or codicils, such
as "I hereby revoke all former wills and
testamentary instruments made by me
and declare this to be my last will and
testament";
• A clause or section of your will that
appoints one or more executors, or
people who will carry out your wishes in
your will after you die, and stating these
executors' names and addresses;
• A residuary clause, which is a section in
your will that sets out how property not
effectively dealt with in the will should be

distributed. This is important because
specific bequests, such as "I leave x.. to
Sean Murphy" can fail (be considered
invalid), and then revert to the residue to
be decided by this residuary clause. Your
residuary clause could say that anything
not covered in your will would be a gift
or legacy to someone, like "The
remainder of my estate I leave to my
daughter, Mary";

74

The Funeral Handbook

• Your will should be dated and signed by
you and your witnesses. Usually, these
signatures are underneath a line in the
will that states "Signed by the testator in
the presence of us and by us in the
presence of the testator". This statement
is called "an attestation clause". An
attestation clause is not a formal
requirement of a valid will, but it is
advisable to include it in your will as it
constitutes evidence that your will has
been validly executed.

What if the testator in unable to sign
or make a mark?
If you are unable to sign your will due to
ill-health or illiteracy, it is acceptable for you
to sign your will by means of a mark.
If you are physically disabled to the extent
that you are unable to sign or mark your will,
it is possible for you to direct an agent or
representative to sign your will for you. Your
agent must sign the will in your presence and
on your direction and your two witnesses
must be present. You then adopt this
signature as your own.

The sound mind requirement
In order to make a valid will, you must not
only set out your wishes in a written and
witnessed document, but you must also have,
in the eyes of the law, the mental capacity to
do so. This means you must make your will
with "understanding and reason" and not be
suffering from mental conditions such as
delusion, insane suspicion or aversion.
It is your mental condition at the time you
made your will is that legally relevant. If
you suffer from any mental disorder, it is
important that evidence is left with your will
(for example, from a doctor) that proves you
were mentally competent at the time you
made the will. Otherwise, your will can be
open to challenge.
Your will can also be challenged on the
basis that you were acting under pressure or
undue influence when you made it so it is
important that you get independent legal
advice and not use the services of a solicitor
of any potential beneficiary of your will.

Changing or revoking your will
If you want to change your will, you and
your witnesses must sign or initial the will in
the margin of the page beside the changes.
You can also change your will in the form of
a memorandum or written note that is signed
by you and your witnesses that refers clearly
to the changes.
To change your will, you can also make a
separate document, called a codicil, which is
like an update added to the end of your will.
This document, again signed by you and
your witnesses, should set out clearly and
accurately the changes you want to make to
your will.

CIVIL FUNERALS IRELAND

I

An alternative to the traditional that’s what Civil Funerals Ireland offers.

If you don’t wish to have a service in a
church with a priest or minister then a civil
service is your best option. A civil service can
take place in your own home, a funeral home,
crematoriam or graveyard. A civil funeral is
one which reflects the wishes, beliefs and
values of the deceased and their loved ones.
It is composed and conducted in accordance
with instructions of the deceased and their
family.
Each service is personal and unique,
tailored around the beliefs and wishes of the
deceased. Any music can be used, together
with poems or readings which reflect the
deceased’s personal likes and interests.
People have chosen music as diverse as
Frank Sinatra and the Beatles. Each piece
has meaning for the deceased and the friends
and family gathered for the funeral. Each
service is a celebration of the person’s life
rather than dwelling on their death.
If a person had religious beliefs but did not
belong to a particular church this can be
incorporated into the service. A piece can
be read from the Gospel together with
reflection, and some prayer can be offered
up. This together with poems and music
Telephone:
Email:
Website:

053 938 9089 / 087 957 4476
info@civilfuneralsireland.com
www.civilfuneralsireland.com

can offer a service which reflects the entire
person.
Mary Elizabeth Dillon is the driving force
behind Civil Funerals Ireland and offers her
own personal service to each family. She has
a strong background in public speaking and
has been preparing and delivering funeral
services for over four years now. She works
closely with Funeral Directors to ensure all
details are attended to and that everything to
do with the service runs smoothly.
A civil funeral provides an opportunity to
celebrate, remember and pay fitting tribute to
the deceased. It is a time for people to come
together and support each
other in their grief
and to pay a fitting
farewell to their
loved one.
Mary Elizabeth
Dillon is available
to provide services
throughout Ireland
seven days a
week.
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These changes are then legally binding.
However, if you plan to make a lot of
changes to your will, instead of adding a
codicil, it might be easier to simply revoke or
disown your current will and make a new
one, using the same procedures.
It is always possible for you to revoke your
will. This can only be challenged if your
mental capacity when you revoked your will
is called into question.

Your will shall be revoked automatically in
certain situations:
• If you marry or enter into a civil
partnership, your will shall be revoked,
unless your will was made in
contemplation of that marriage or civil
partnership;

Legal rights of spouses, civil partners
and children when there is a valid will
In general, you are free to dispose of your
belongings or estate as you wish, but your
will is subject to certain rights of spouses/
civil partners and other more limited rights
of children. These rights are set out below.

RIGHTS OF A SPOUSE OR
CIVIL PARTNER
If you have left a will, and your spouse/civil
partner has never renounced or given up
his/her rights to your estate, and is not
"unworthy to succeed" in legal terms, then
that spouse/civil partner is entitled to what is
called a "legal right share" of your estate.
This legal right share is:

• If you make another will, the first will
you made shall be revoked;

• One-half of your estate if you do not
have children;

• If you draw up a written document that
is executed in accordance with the
requirements for a will, your first will
shall be revoked;

• One-third of your estate if you do
have children.

• If you burn, tear or destroy your will, it
will no longer be considered valid. Or, if
you have someone else destroy it, your
will shall be revoked, provided this was
done in your presence, with your consent,
and with the intention of revoking your
will.

77

Your spouse/civil partner does not have to
go to court to get this share, as any executor
is obliged to grant this
share where
applicable.
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You can also make a bequest in your will that
increases your spouse's/civil partner's legal
right share, although if you do not specify
that this gift is meant to be in addition to
his/her legal right share, the executor may
consider it part of that share and not an extra
element to it. Your spouse/civil partner can
choose to take either the assets specified
under the will or his/her legal right share.
The executors must inform your spouse/civil
partner in writing of his or her right to choose
between these two options and your
spouse/civil partner must exercise this right
within 6 months of receipt of notification or
within 12 months of the taking out of the
Grant of Representation.

RENOUNCING OR LOSING RIGHTS
UNDER A WILL
It is possible for a spouse/civil partner to
renounce his/her rights to the legal right
share.
This can form part of an agreement prior
to marriage/civil partnership, for example,
in the case of a second marriage, or the
spouse/civil partner may set aside his or her
rights in order to favour any children.

However, any such renunciation may be
ignored in certain circumstances, for
example, if there is evidence of undue
influence or evidence that the spouse/civil
partner did not understand what he/she was
doing or did not have independent legal
advice.
If a couple is separated, a renunciation of
each other's right to the legal right share is
usually included in a separation agreement.
Divorce or dissolution of a civil partnership,
however, automatically ends succession
rights.
Cohabiting partners have no automatic legal
right to each other's estates, although under
the redress scheme for cohabiting couples
introduced by the Civil Partnership and
Certain Rights and Obligations of
Cohabitants Act 2010 a qualified cohabitant
may apply for provision to be made from the
estate of a deceased cohabitant. Cohabiting
partners can make wills that favour each
other.
These wills, however, cannot cancel out the
legal rights of a spouse/civil partner
if someone is separated but not divorced or
their civil partnership dissolved.
Being judged "unworthy to succeed" is
relatively rare, and would arise, for example,
if the surviving spouse/civil partner had
murdered or committed certain other serious
crimes against the deceased. It could also
apply if the spouse/civil partner had deserted
the deceased for at least two years before
death.
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THE FAMILY/SHARED HOME
The surviving spouse/civil partner may
require that the family/shared home be given
to him/her in satisfaction of his/her legal
right share, although if the house is worth
more than the legal right share, the
spouse/civil partner may have to pay the
difference into the deceased's estate.
A court may decide that this sum does not
have to be paid if it would cause undue
hardship to the spouse/civil partner or
dependent children.

RIGHTS OF CHILDREN UNDER A WILL
Unlike a spouse/civil partner, children do
not have any absolute right to inherit their
parent's estate if the parent has made a will.
Children born inside or outside marriage and
adopted children all have the same rights
and there are no age restrictions.
However, a child may make an application to
court if he/she feels that he/she has not been
adequately provided for. It is important to
seek legal advice before making such an
application. An application must be made
within 6 months of the taking out of a Grant
of Representation. The court then has to
decide if the parent has failed in his/her duty
to the child in accordance with the needs of
that child.
Each case is considered individually, but it is
important to remember that the legal right
share of the spouse cannot be infringed in
order to give the child a greater share of
the estate. It can, however, reduce the
entitlement of a civil partner.

Giving away property in order
to disinherit
If a court finds that the deceased person
gave away property before he/she died with
the intention of defeating the interest of or
unfairly reducing the legal right share of a
spouse/civil partner or child, a court order
may be issued to the person who received
the property, making that person a debtor of
the estate, and requiring them to pay back
an amount to the estate.
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Gifts that fail

How wills are interpreted

Remember that any legacy or gift in your will
could fail for many reasons.

Most wills are not disputed, but if there is a
disagreement, it must be settled in court.
The court will give effect to the testator or
will-maker's wishes as expressed in the will.
The testator's wishes are derived or taken
from a reading of the will as a whole, with
words and phrases taken in their ordinary
meaning unless they are technical words and
it can be assumed the testator meant them to
be taken in their technical meaning.

• If your will states that you are leaving an
asset to someone and you no longer
have the asset or the asset no longer
exists, then the gift fails, or is in
ademption;
• If you leave a gift to a person who is a
witness to your will;
• If the gift is not clearly identified in your
will or it does not conform to its
description in the will;
• Your gift lapses, or no longer applies,
if the beneficiary dies before you do.
If this happens or if the beneficiary
refuses to accept the gift, your gift goes
back to your residuary clause, or if you
do not have one a residuary clause, into
intestacy. Your gift will not lapse, however,
if the beneficiary is a child of yours who
has died and you have other children, as
the gift will then go to the surviving
children.

Extrinsic evidence, or evidence outside the
will, such as letters or notes that refer to the
will in advance of its making, may be
introduced to the court to explain more fully
the testator's intentions and to help ascertain
the true meaning of the will. Where two
interpretations of a provision in the will
arise, the court will lean in favour of the
interpretation that upholds that bequest.
Because wills can be disputed, it is
important that you write your will in
simple, straightforward language.

Status of wills as public documents
After probate has been taken out on a
person's will, that will then becomes a public
document and a copy can be obtained by
anyone from the Probate Office or relevant
District Probate Registry. The Probate Office
also sends copies of the will, the Grant of
Representation and the Inland Revenue
Affidavit to the Revenue Commissioners.

Will substitutes
Joint bank accounts or joint ownership of
property are valid ways of deciding the fate
of your assets in your own lifetime, but
making a will can eliminate most potential
disputes.

O'Neill Memorials
O'Neill Memorials have been supply memorials
headstones of the highest quality since 1965.
We have built up a reputation of trust and sensitivity at a time of
bereavement and sadness. Our staff will help you with choosing
the right colour, design and inscription by giving you our
uncomplicated professional advice so you may choose a fitting
memorial to your loved one. Our services include headstone
fitting, additional inscriptions, stone chippings, ceramic portraits,
grave accessories, grave renovations.

4a Herberton Road, Crumlin, Dublin 12
Phone/Fax:
Email:
Website:

01 4542496
info@oneillmemorials.ie
www.oneillmemorials.ie
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Joint bank accounts
Where joint bank accounts are opened with
a spouse/civil partner or child, it is presumed
that one party will be fully entitled to the
money in the account when the other party
dies.
Disputes can arise, however, if someone,
perhaps an elderly person or a person with a
physical disability, opens a joint bank
account with a relative or friend so that the
relative or friend can manage his or her
finances for him or her. This is because the
owner's intention may or may not have been
to benefit the relative or friend.
A decision in such a case would depend on
the intention of the people involved, the
amount they each lodged into the account
and the terms of their contract with the bank.
It is advisable for people with joint accounts
to make clear in their contract with their bank
or in their will what their intentions are for the
money in such accounts.

HOW TO APPLY
A solicitor will be able to help you draft a
will or you can write it yourself. If you are an
executor seeking probate, you may make a
personal application for a grant of probate
to the Probate Office or to one of 14 District
Probate Registry offices.
You should go to the District Probate Registry
Office in the area where the deceased lived
at the date of death. If the deceased lived at
the time of his or her death in Dublin, Meath,
Kildare or Wicklow or lived outside Ireland,
application for a grant of probate must be
made to the Probate Office in Dublin.

WHERE TO APPLY

Probate Office
Personal Application Section
First Floor
15/24 Phoenix Street North
Smithfield
Dublin
Tel: (01) 888 6179 or (01) 888 6181
Email:
ProbatePersonalApplications@courts.ie
Web: www.courts.ie/offices
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Power of Attorney

Power of Attorney is a legal device in
Ireland that can be set up by a person (the
Donor) during his/her life when he/she is
in good mental health. It allows another
specially appointed person (the Attorney) to
take actions on the Donor's behalf if he/she
is absent, abroad or incapacitated through
illness.

If someone in Ireland is mentally incapacitated
(for example, because of illness, disability or
a progressive degenerative illness), all of
their assets and property are normally frozen
and cannot be used by anyone else unless
they are jointly owned or, someone has
Power of Attorney to deal with their property
or money. In a larger sense, Power of
Attorney is just one of the legal arrangements
that you can make during your lifetime, in
the event you become incapacitated or
unable to deal with your affairs.

Types of Power of Attorney
There are two types of Power of Attorney
allowed under Irish law:
• Power of Attorney which gives either a
specific or a general power and ceases
as soon as the Donor becomes
incapacitated;
• Enduring Power of Attorney which takes
effect on the incapacity of the donor.
Both cease on the death of the Donor.
However, it may be difficult to prove that the
Donor is dead if his/her body cannot be
found, for example, as in the case of a death
by drowning. Once the body is found or the
Donor is declared to be "believed dead" by
a court (usually after seven years have
passed), the Power of Attorney (if there was
one) ends and their affairs are passed on in
the normal way by will or under intestacy law.
A Power of Attorney can be specific (limited
to a particular purpose, for example, sale
of your house in your absence) or general
(entitling the attorney to do almost everything
that you yourself could do). For example, it
may allow the Attorney to take a wide range
of actions on the donor's behalf in relation
to property, business, and financial affairs.
He/she may make payments from the
specified accounts, make appropriate
provision for any specified person's needs,
and make appropriate gifts to the donor's
relations or friends.
An Enduring Power of Attorney also allows
the Attorney to make "personal care
decisions" on the Donor's behalf once he/she
is no longer fully mentally capable of taking
decisions him/herself.
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Personal care decisions may include deciding
where and with whom the Donor will live,
who he/she should see or not see and what
training or rehabilitation he/she should get.
However, if the Donor wants, he/she can
specifically exclude any of these powers when
setting up the Power of Attorney or can make
the Attorney's powers subject to any reasonable conditions and restrictions.
You can appoint anyone you wish to be your
Attorney, including a spouse, family member,
friend, colleague, etc.

How to create a power of attorney
A general power of attorney can be created
when signed either by you or at your
direction and in the presence of a witness.
The procedure for creating an enduring
power of attorney is much more complex.

Creating an enduring power of
attorney
Because the enduring power of attorney
involves the transfer of considerable powers
from you to another person, there are a
number of legal safeguards to protect you
from abuses.
The procedure for executing the enduring
power of attorney is complex and requires
the involvement of a solicitor and a doctor.
The enduring power can only come into
effect when certain procedures have been
gone through and the courts have a general
supervisory role in the implementation of the
power.
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The document creating the power must be
in a particular format and must include the
following:
• a statement by a doctor verifying that in
his/her opinion you had the mental
capacity at the time that the document
was executed to understand the effect of
creating the power;
• a statement from you that you
understood the effect of creating the
power;
• a statement from a solicitor that he/she
is satisfied that you understood the effect
of creating the power of attorney;
• a statement from a solicitor that you
were not acting under undue influence.
Certain people must be notified of the
making of an EPA, including family members.
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Who can be appointed?
An enduring power of attorney may be
granted to individuals or trust corporations
but may not be granted to the following
people:
• people under the age of 18;
• bankrupts;
• people convicted of offences involving
fraud or dishonesty;
• people disqualified under the
Companies Acts;
• an individual or trust corporation who
owns a nursing home in which you live or
an employee or agent of the owner,
unless that person is also your spouse,
child or sibling.

Before making this application, the attorney
must notify you of his/her intention to do so.
The attorney must have a medical certificate
confirming that you are incapable of
managing your affairs.
A notice of the attorney's application must
be served on you and on a number of other
people.

The role of the court
The court has an extensive supervisory role
in respect of the EPA. Among other things,
the court has power to give directions about
the management and disposal of your
property.
The court may confirm the revocation of a
power of attorney if it is satisfied that you
were mentally competent to revoke it.

Registration
The EPA can only come into force when it
has been registered. In order to register an
EPA, the future attorney makes an application
to the High Court once there is reason to
believe that you are or are becoming
mentally incapable.

The court can order cancellation of the
power where it is satisfied that:
• you are mentally capable and likely to
remain so;
• the attorney is unsuitable;
• fraud or undue pressure was used to
induce you to create the power.

Scope of Authority of an Enduring
Power of Attorney
The EPA may give general authority to the
attorney to do anything that the attorney
might lawfully do or it may merely give
authority to do specific acts on your behalf.
The attorney may make certain personal care
decisions - these must be made in your best
interests, must be in accordance with what
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you would have been likely to do and the
attorney must consult family members and
carers in making these decisions.
A personal care decision is a decision concerning one or more of the following:
• where and with whom you should live
• whom you should see and not see
• what training and rehabilitation you
should get

◆
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Advance Care
Directives

An advance care directive, sometimes
known as a 'Living will', is a statement about
the type and extent of medical or surgical
treatment you want in the future, on the
assumption that you will not be able to
make that decision at the relevant time.

• your diet and dress
• inspection of your personal papers
• housing, social welfare and other
benefits.
The list does not include health care
decisions, although the borderline between
personal care and health care decisions is
not always clear. However, it seems clear
that the attorney does not have the power
to make a decision as to whether or not a
person suffering from dementia should
undergo surgery.

Termination of an Enduring
Power of Attorney
There are various circumstances in which an
EPA ceases to have effect, for example, if the
attorney fails to fulfil certain conditions.
Once the EPA has been registered, you
cannot revoke it unless the court approves
the revocation, even if you are, for the time
being, mentally capable.

There are a number of different words and
phrases used to describe advance care
directives. In some countries, there is
legislation which provides for the recognition
and enforcement of such directives and in
some cases provides for the way in which
they should be made. There is no such
legislation in Ireland.
This does not necessarily mean that these
advance care directives are not valid but it
does mean that information and guidance
from other jurisdictions may not apply and
you should not rely on such information or
guidance.
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In some countries there have been court
cases where the validity of advance directives
has been considered but again, there has
been no such case in Ireland.
An advance care directive may be valid
and enforceable because by making such
a statement, you may have withdrawn your
consent to specific medical or surgical
treatment. It is not possible to state with
absolute certainty that such a directive would
be enforced because this depends on exactly
what it says and whether or not it addresses
the precise circumstances you face.
In some countries it is possible to appoint
someone else to make decisions on your
behalf if you are not capable of making them
yourself. In Ireland this power is granted by
creating an Enduring Power of Attorney.
An Enduring Power of Attorney however
specifically does not allow for the making
of health care decisions by another person.
While you may suggest to your doctor or
hospital that the wishes of certain people
may be taken into account, you cannot give
anyone else any legal right to make decisions
about your health care. Neither can you
ensure that the doctor/hospital
will abide by their
wishes.

What is an advance care directive?
There is no legislation on advance care
directive in Ireland. In general it can be
defined as a statement about the kind and
extent of medical or surgical treatment you
want in the future, on the assumption that
you will not be able to make that decision at
the relevant time.
Sometimes the terms living will, advance
statement, advance decision or advance
refusal are used. Remember however, there
are no precise definitions of these terms
but they are all advance decisions
about medical or surgical
treatment. People usually make
such directives in order to limit
the treatment given in order not
to prolong life.
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Some people however make them in order
to state that they want all possible treatments
to be provided. It is unlikely that such a
directive would be enforceable as it does
not take account of the likely success of the
treatment or of the costs involved.
Given the fact there is no legislation
addressing directives in Ireland, this doesn't
necessarily mean that they are not valid in
Ireland but their status is unclear. There has
been a court case in which it was suggested
that properly made advance directives would
be valid and enforceable but this was not the
issue in the case and so there was no ruling.
It does seem that an advance directive which
is clear and specific may be regarded as
giving or withholding consent to specific
treatment when you were in a position to
make an informed choice. There is no doubt
that an advance directive is not enforceable
if it specifies doing something which is
illegal.
For example, an advance directive stating
that you want to be given medication which
will hasten your death would not be
enforceable. Withdrawal of treatment is not
the same as positive action to end life.
A directive which specifies the kind of
treatment you want is unlikely to be
enforceable especially if it conflicts with the
doctor's clinical decision. A directive is
unlikely to be considered valid if it relates
to circumstances which clearly were not
envisaged when it was drawn up.
Legislation was recently passed in the UK
dealing with advance directives. The UK
Mental Capacity Act 2005 uses the term
advance decision. It provides that advance
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decisions made by mentally competent adults
to refuse specified treatments may be valid if
specific conditions are met. More stringent
conditions are required for advance decisions
to refuse life sustaining treatments.
In the UK, an attorney appointed under a
Lasting Power of Attorney (similar to an
Enduring Power of Attorney in Ireland)
does have the power to make health care
decisions on behalf of the person granting
the power).

RULES
FAMILY MEMBERS AND ADVANCE
CARE DIRECTIVES
If a health care issue arises and the patient is
incapable of making a decision, it is the
practice to consult with next of kin. It is not
clear what legal basis there is for this, as
next of kin have no general right to make
decisions on behalf of adults.
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Medical ethics currently in force in Ireland
state that consultation with next of kin is
desirable if the patient is unable to make a
decision or to communicate and provides for
a second opinion if there is a difference of
opinion between your family and the doctor.
Next of kin are (in order) spouses, children,
parents, siblings. Partners have no legal
status and may experience difficulties in
seeing patients if family members object.
This is the case whether you are in a
heterosexual or a homosexual relationship.

MEDICAL ETHICS
Section 69(2) of the Medical Practitioners
Act 1978 provides that the Irish Medical
Council is obliged to provide guidance to
the medical profession in Ireland regarding
medical ethics. The Council have a Guide to
Ethical Conduct and Behaviour.

SUICIDE AND ASSISTED SUICIDE
You are entitled to refuse medical treatment
but this does not mean that you may take
positive measures to end your own life or
another person's life.The Criminal Law
(Suicide) Act 1993 sets out the law in relation
to suicide. Suicide itself or an attempt to
commit suicide is not a crime. However, it is
a criminal offence to help another person to
take measures to end their life.
It is a criminal offence to aid, abet,
encourage or procure the suicide of another
person. That crime is usually referred to as
assisted suicide. The maximum penalty for
assisted suicide is 14 years imprisonment.
If you help someone to commit suicide you
may be charged with murder, manslaughter
or assisted suicide depending on the exact
circumstances. Such a charge could arise if
you help another person to end their life
even if the other person is terminally ill or
wants to end their life. This applies to
medical professionals in the same way as
to other people.
Pain killing drugs which may also shorten life
may be administered if the intention is to
deal with pain and not to end life.
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Legal Arrangements
for Incapacity

There may be many reasons why you are
unable to deal with your affairs in life.

For example, you may be physically unable
to collect your pension. You may be abroad
for a time and not be able to look after
your property. You may become mentally
incapacitated and be legally incapable of
carrying out certain transactions. You may
acquire an illness or disability that restricts
your ability to make objective decisions.

If you become incapable of dealing with your
affairs, for whatever reason, there are various
legal arrangements you can make to have
someone else do these things on your behalf.
It is important for everyone to be aware of
their options should a circumstance such as
this arise.
The choices of legal arrangements open to
you, depends on your precise circumstances.
Some of the arrangements are very simple to
make and have limited effect - for example,
appointing an agent to collect your social
welfare pension. Others are much more
complex and require the help of legal and
medical professionals - for example,
executing an enduring power of attorney.
It is advisable to take legal advice
before entering into the more complex
arrangements.
You must make all of these arrangements with the exception of the Wards of Court
procedure - while you are mentally
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competent. Some arrangements are only
effective while you remain mentally
competent; some, notably the trust, continue
even if you become mentally incompetent,
while others, specifically the enduring power
of attorney, are designed for dealing with the
situation that arises when you cease to be
mentally competent.
The Wards of Court procedure differs from
all the others in that it may be imposed on
you.

RULES
AGENCY ARRANGEMENTS
If you appoint another person to represent
you in certain dealings with third parties,
you are making an agency arrangement.
You are called the principal and the person
you appoint is called the agent or appointed
representative. The most usual example is
where a pensioner nominates someone to
collect social welfare pension payments or
other allowances from the post office.
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Another example of an agency arrangement
is where you appoint a friend or family
member as an agent to manage your
financial affairs, pay bills, insure the house,
etc., while you are abroad for a period.
You may appoint a professional to do these
things and pay for the service - this is not
an agency arrangement but a contract for
services.
If you are suffering from physical incapacity,
your bank may allow you to carry out a third
party mandate. This is authorises your agent
to perform certain functions, for example, to
write cheques on your behalf.
You may only make an agency arrangement
while you are mentally competent and the
arrangement usually only lasts while you
remain mentally competent.
The arrangement does not have to be in
writing unless the agent is required to sell
property on your behalf. It is nevertheless
advisable to put the arrangement in writing
so that both you and the agent are clear
about what is intended and what powers
the agent has.

AGENCY ARRANGEMENTS FOR
SOCIAL WELFARE PAYMENTS
The Department of Social Protection has the
power under social welfare legislation to
make payments to a third party acting on
behalf of a social welfare recipient.

There are two different types of
social welfare agency arrangements:
TYPE 1 AGENCY
If you are getting your pension in the form
of a Book of Payable Orders which you
cash at the post office or bank and you are
physically unable to cash the order or you
move into a nursing home, an agent may be
appointed to collect the money for you. You
must nominate the agent in writing. There
are no specific restrictions on the agent and
who it may be. The agent may be a person
in charge of your nursing home. You may
cancel or revoke this arrangement at any
time and you may appoint another agent or
change the method of payment.
Temporary agency:
• You may appoint a temporary type 1
agent for a short period – usually not
more than three weeks – if you are
temporarily unable to collect the money.
• A temporary type 1 agency may be
created when you sign the back of the
payable order. You nominate the person
to whom the money is to be paid and
that person signs the order in the
presence of a post office employee.
• If you get your payment by using your
Social Services Card at a post office, an
agent may be appointed only if you are
suffering from a serious illness.
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The legal status of a social welfare agency
relationship is different from the general
agency relationship in that the social welfare
agency may be put in place or may continue
in operation if you become mentally
incapable.

TYPE 2 AGENCY
A type 2 agency arises where a social
welfare officer decides (usually as a result
of representations from family members and
medical practitioners) that you are incapable
of acting and that an agent should be
appointed. Before making such a decision,
a social welfare officer will usually call to
assess your circumstances and needs and
medical certification of incapacity is needed.
The agent nominated is often a family
member or the matron of a nursing home
or hospital.
A type 2 agency usually arises where there
is some mental incapacity. The agent deals
with all aspects of the social welfare
payment.
In the case of a ward of court or an attorney
appointed under an enduring power of
attorney, the Department of Social Protection
will make payments directly to the
Committee of the Ward or to the Attorney by
nominating the Committee or the Attorney
as agent for the social welfare recipient.
Type 2 agents have the same legal duty to
ensure the money is used for your benefit.
They are also obliged to deal with other
aspects of your social welfare payment.
This includes notifying the Department of
Social Protection of changes to your means
if you are on a means tested payment,
or informing them of changes in your
dependants.
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If an agent is appointed to collect the money,
it is still your money and there is a legal duty
on the agent to use it on your behalf and for
your benefit. There is no formal mechanism
however in place for ensuring that agents use
the money on your behalf. Neither is there
any requirement that the agent account for
how the money was spent.
The Department of Social Protection may end
the agency arrangement if it has reason to
believe the money isn't being used for your
benefit but it isn't clear how they became
aware of this.

POWER OF ATTORNEY
A power of attorney is a document in which
you (the donor) authorise another person
(the donee or attorney) to act for you in
certain matters - on your behalf and in your
name - in accordance with the terms set out
in the document. So, for example, you may
give a power of attorney to someone to buy
or sell property.
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This may be a very wide power or it may
have extensive conditions attached. A power
of attorney can be special (limited to a
particular purpose, for example, sale of your
house in your absence) or general (entitling
the attorney to do almost everything that you
yourself could do, for example, to manage
your business while you are abroad).
Unlike an agency arrangement, a power
of attorney must always be in writing.
There are two kinds of power of attorney a general or common law power of attorney
and an enduring power of attorney. You
may wish to execute both a general power
of attorney and an enduring power of
attorney - if so, they must be clearly
separately executed in separate documents.
At common law, a power of attorney is
automatically revoked when the donor
becomes mentally incompetent, dies, marries
or becomes bankrupt. An enduring power
of attorney (EPA) is one that contains a
statement by you that you intend the power
to operate even if you become mentally
incapable and that meets other legal
requirements.

In fact, the main advantage of the EPA is that
it provides a means for you to organise your
affairs in advance of and in spite of mental
incapacity. See our previous piece on the
Power of Attorney.

TRUSTS
Property, including money assets, may be
held in trust on behalf of another person
or to achieve a particular purpose. A trust
exits when a person (the trustee) holds the
property of another (the settlor) for the
benefit of named people. The beneficiaries
may be the settlor him or herself or may be
other people.
By creating a trust you can ensure that,
should you subsequently become mentally
incompetent; your affairs will be managed
in a particular manner. The trust property
continues to be administered by the trustee
for your benefit without the necessity to have
you made a ward of court.
A trust is also a useful tool if you have a
child with a disability and you want to ensure
that he/she will be cared for if you become
incapable and after your death.
Trusts are legally complex and have tax
implications so you should take legal and
tax advice.
There are different kinds of trusts of which
the most usual are express trusts and
discretionary trusts. Discretionary trusts
are especially useful if you want to provide
for an incapacitated child without affecting
his/her entitlement to state benefits.
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WARDS OF COURT
If you become incapable of managing your
affairs or are of unsound mind, you may be
made a Ward of Court. There are a number
of different procedures available depending
on the precise circumstances. Usually, a
petition is made to the High Court to have
an inquiry into your capacity. The petition
should be served on you and you can object
to the inquiry or demand that it be held
before a jury
Medical evidence must be provided from
two medical doctors and a medical visitor
(an independent doctor appointed by the
court). If the court is satisfied that you are
incapable, it may appoint a Committee of
the Person (who may be one or more people)
to deal with your personal affairs and a
Committee of the Estate to deal with your
business interests.
The Committee of the Person is similar to
a guardian in that it has a duty to look
after your physical welfare. People appointed
to the Committee of the Person are usually
relatives or friends. The Committee of the
Estate has limited powers. Both Committees
are subject to the supervision of the High
Court.

WHERE TO APPLY

Registrar of the Ward of Courts
3rd Floor
15/24 Phoenix Street North
Smithfield
Dublin 7
Tel: (01) 888 6189
Web: www.courts.ie/offices

◆
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Dealing with the
deceased's estate

This section describes the process of
administering a deceased person's estate
in Ireland.

Issues regarding the right of access to the
deceased person's estate, the rights of
spouses/civil partners and family members
and what happens if the deceased person
has not made a will are all described in
What happens the deceased's estate.
If there is a will and an executor has been
appointed, then the executor deals with the
estate. This means that they make sure that
the spouse/civil partner is aware of the right
to a legal right share and distributes the
estate in accordance with the will and the
law.
If there is no will, or, if there is a will but
there is no executor, an administrator is
appointed - usually the next of kin or a
solicitor.
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RULES
In order to get authority to administer the
estate a legal document called a Grant of
Representation is required of which there
are three types. If there is a will, then the
executor needs to take out probate. If there
is no will, or, if no executor has been
appointed or the appointed person cannot
act, an administrator may be appointed and
he/she takes out a Letter of Administration
(or a Letter of Administration with Will
Annexed if there is a will).
The duties of the executor and administrator
are broadly the same. If the estate is
complex, it may be advisable to appoint a
solicitor to do the job. He/she will be paid
out of the estate and will usually charge
around 3% of the value of the estate (or
less on very large estates). If matters are
fairly straightforward, the executor/
administrator may decide to make a
personal application.

Taking out probate
Taking out probate basically means having
the Probate Office or the appropriate
District Probate Registry certify that the will is
valid and that all legal, financial and tax
matters are in order so that the executor or
administrator can be allowed to get on with
the job of distributing the estate.
"Proving" the will is the process by which the
Probate Office accepts that the will is valid
and may be put into effect. The Office may
carry out some enquiries, e.g., it may ask to
see the witnesses to the will but this does not
always happen.

Appointing an Administrator
If you don't make a will, an administrator
must be appointed. An administrator is also
appointed where an executor is not named
in the will, dies before the testator or is
unwilling or unable to act.
The next of kin may apply for a grant of
administration.
Priority is given in the following order:
• the spouse,
• child,
• parent,
• brother or sister,
• more distant relative.
If there is doubt about who is entitled to
be the administrator, the issue will be
decided by the Probate Registrar. Usually,
an administrator is required to give an
administration bond to the Probate Office this is a sort of guarantee that you will carry
out your duties properly.
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with the addition of a plastic stopper in the base.
For a small extra charge, texts (poems etc) can be added to the piece with a photographic
backdrop of your choice.

www.passionsremembered.com

The Funeral Handbook

101

solicitor unless a special direction is received
from the Probate Office. The Probate Office
will help an executor/administrator who is
acting personally.
A personal applicant for probate or for
administration of the estate must take the
following steps:
1. Download the application form (see
'Where to apply’ at the end of this
section) or obtain the form for personal
applicants from the Probate Office or
one of the 14 local Probate Offices.
2. Fill out the form as best you can by
entering details of bank, post office,
building society accounts, property,
assets, stocks, shares, debts, etc., of the
deceased.

Caveats
Any person may oppose a Grant of Probate
or a Letter of Administration. If you have
an objection, you may lodge a caveat
(objection) in the appropriate District
Probate Registry or at the Probate Office.

A personal application
To make a personal application you must
attend in person. The Probate Office has
discretion to refuse to allow a personal
applicant to be attended by an adviser. It
may also refuse to allow an applicant to
personally continue an application if it had
been initiated by a solicitor.
Where an application is made in connection
with a case that has already been before the
courts, that application must be made by a

3. Return the completed form to the
Probate Office. You will then get an
acknowledgement and be given an
appointment for a preliminary interview
(more than one appointment may be
necessary).
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4. Attend the interview in person and bring
the following required items:
• a death certificate;
• original will and codicil/s (if any);
• funeral bills/receipts;
• statements up to the time of death of
deposits in banks, post offices, credit
unions, building societies, etc.;
• details of other assets (for example,
assurance policies, gratuities,
superannuation schemes, stocks, shares,
cash, prize bonds, etc.);
• details of any liabilities, debts
(outstanding mortgages, loans, wages
due to staff, etc. - You may have to put
an advertisement in the papers asking
creditors to send in their claims within a
certain period.);
• details of any debts owing to the
deceased's estate (wages, holiday pay,
court case settlements, etc.;
• details about property (estimated value)
together with title deeds or land
certificates.

If an administrator, rather than an executor, is
applying for a grant, a surety (guarantor)
must attend the interview also so that the
administration bond can be completed. The
surety must reside in Ireland and must be
worth the gross value of the estate.
1. Sign the documents and swear the
Executor's oath. This is an oath swearing
that he/she believes that the will in
question is the last will of the deceased,
that he/she is the person appointed as
executor and that he/she will administer
the will in accordance with the law. An
administrator swears a similar oath.
2. A completed Revenue Affidavit (Form
CA24) is sworn in duplicate and you
give it to the Probate Office. One copy
as well as any other relevant information
will be sent by the Probate Office to the
Revenue Commissioners after Probate
is granted.
3. Pay the fee for probate.
4. Get permission from Probate Office to
administer the estate.
If the Registrar of the Probate Office is
satisfied that the will is valid and there are
no caveats (objections) entered then probate
will be granted (or Letter of Administration).
If there are problems (for example, if the
original will cannot be found or there is
doubt about signatures) then the Registrar
may require sworn statements from witnesses.
If there are no problems, the Grant of
Probate or Administration is issued on the
oath of the executor/administrator.
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The Probate Office or the District Probate
Office will make a standard form of grant
unless there is a contentious aspect to the
application. Where a contentious issue
arises, the matter must be decided by the
High Court judge in charge of probate
matters although the High Court can direct
that the matter be resolved by the Circuit
Court in certain circumstances.

Duties of Executor/Administrators
Generally, you are obliged to distribute the
assets as soon as possible after the death
(within a year if possible - you may be sued
by the beneficiaries if you do not distribute
the estate within a year). This may not be
possible if there are legal issues to be
decided).
You are under a duty to preserve the assets
of the deceased until they are distributed
and to protect the assets from devaluation.
For example, you should make sure that all
assets required to be insured are insured for
their market value.
You have power to:
• deal with the estate (for example, to sell
it to pay debts or distribute amongst
beneficiaries);
• represent the deceased in legal actions
and to settle legal actions against the
deceased's estate.
You must:
• gather together and protect all the
deceased's assets (money, shares,
property, etc.) and find out their
combined value;
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• call in any outstanding funds due (money
owing to the deceased);
• pay any debts or taxes owed;
• pay the funeral expenses;
• make sure that the spouse/civil partner
and children know about their legal right
share;
• make sure the entitled beneficiaries or
next of kin get what they are entitled to,
and that ownership of property is passed
on correctly.

Social welfare recipients
If the deceased was receiving a social
welfare payment, you must inform the
Minister for Social Protection of the death
before distributing the estate.
This is to allow the Minister to reclaim any
overpayment of pension that may have been
made. The Department has 3 months to
decide whether or not an overpayment was
made. If you fail to do this, you may be
made personally liable to repay the overpaid
amounts.
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Transferring land

If the deceased dies in debt

You transfer land by way of an "Assent" to
the beneficiary under the will or under the
Succession Act. An assent must be in writing.
If you are the beneficiary, it is not absolutely
necessary for you to vest the property in yourself by way of an assent (as technically the
property already vests in you). However, it is
recommended practice that you do so in
order to facilitate any future selling of that
land.

If the deceased dies insolvent or there isn't
enough money to meet the bequests made,
payments from the estate are prioritised in
the following order:

It is the executor/administrator's responsibility
to pay the Probate Tax from the estate (if the
deceased died before 6 December 2000).
The executor/administrator should deduct
and pay the Capital Acquisitions Tax (CAT)
due from the beneficiaries before passing on
the bequest. You are also responsible for
paying any income or capital gains tax on
income from the estate during the
administration period.
The Revenue Commissioners can give you
advice on this complex area and there is a
comprehensive and well-laid-out explanatory
booklet available.

• funeral, testamentary and administration
expenses;
• creditors who have security against the
property of the deceased in the form of
a mortgage, charge or lien (these are
different ways of securing loans);
• rates and taxes due at the testator's
death, wages and salary for work done
for the deceased within four months of
death and sums payable by the estate in
respect of contributions payable by the
deceased in the twelve months prior to
death under social welfare legislation
(his/her own PRSI contributions as well
as PRSI contributions for employees);
• all other creditors.
Where the deceased dies in debt, creditors
can then only bring a claim against the
estate of the deceased. Even if there isn't
enough money in the estate to meet all the
debts, the relatives of the deceased are not
personally responsible or liable for the
deceased's debts (unless, of course they had
guaranteed them).

HOW TO APPLY
This application form is also available from
your District Probate Registry.
Staff in the Registry will be happy to provide
any assistance.
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The application should be returned to the
Registry in the area where the deceased lived
at the date of death.
It is not for use by those applying through a
solicitor.

◆
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Access to money
after a death

When someone in Ireland dies, it is their
personal representative who distributes their
money and property according to the law.

WHERE TO APPLY
Questions about taxation and the deceased
person’s estate should be addressed to:

Revenue
CAT National Taxpayer Information Unit
Ist Floor, CRIO
Cathedral Street
Dublin 1
Tel: (01) 865 5000
LoCall: 1890 201 104
Email: catdr@revenue.ie
Web: www.revenue.ie
Questions about probate issues should be
addressed to your district Probate Office or:

Probate Office
Personal Application Section
First Floor
15/24 Phoenix Street North
Smithfield
Dublin
Tel: (01) 888 6179 or (01) 888 6181
Email:
ProbatePersonalApplications@courts.ie
Web: www.courts.ie/offices

Occasionally, difficulties can arise where a
bereaved person may need to get access to
some of the deceased person's money to pay
for funeral expenses. It may also transpire for
example, that a dependent spouse/civil
partner or children may need to get access
for living expenses; at least until a social
welfare payment is awarded. It is not easy
to get immediate access to the deceased
person's money unless it is in a joint account.
There are a range of payments provided by
both the Department of Social Protection and
the Health Service Executive (HSE) that are
available to help out families during this
difficult time.
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Money in the bank or building society
If money in the bank/building society is in
the deceased's name only, then you usually
cannot get access to it until probate is taken
out. If the amount of money is small, the
financial institution may release it provided
the personal representatives or the next of
kin sign an indemnity form. In effect, this is a
guarantee that the bank/building society will
not be at a loss if there are other claims on
the money.
If the account is held jointly with a person
other than your spouse/civil partner (e.g. the
deceased is a brother, partner or parent) talk
to your bank or building society. They may
need a statement from the Revenue
Commissioners' Capital Taxes Office. This
will allow you to transfer money while any
possible tax liability, such as Capital
Acquisitions Tax (CAT), is being examined.
Spouses are not liable for CAT on
inheritances from each other. (When the
legislation is passed, this will also apply to
civil partners.) You should apply to the
Capital Taxes Office of the Revenue
Commissioners for a letter of clearance.

If you think the deceased person may have
had a dormant bank account, you should
contact the financial institution at which the
account was held. If that financial institution
no longer exists and you want to find out
where to make your enquiry or claim, you
should contact the Irish Bankers'
Federation/Irish Mortgage Association.

Post Office savings
For accounts in one name only:
• If the investor had left instructions on a
'nomination form', the proceeds of the
savings deposit account or Savings
Certificates (i.e the principal plus accrued
interest) will be distributed according to
those instructions. There are tax
implications if the amount is more than
6,348.69 euro.
• If the investor had made a will, the
proceeds will be distributed in
accordance with the will.
• If there is no will, the usual rules for
inheritance will apply.
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• Whether there is a will or not, you will
need to obtain probate or Letters of
Administration from the High Court if the
proceeds are more than 6,348.69 euro.
• If the amount involved is less than
6,348.69 euro, you will not have to wait
to take out a grant of probate.

All you have to do is get a claim form from
any post office and send it with the following:
• Death certificate
• Post Office deposit book (keep a record
of the number)
• Original will or certified copy of the will
(this will be returned by registered post)
to the Post Office Savings Bank,
Deceased Section. You will be sent a
form of indemnity which you will have to
sign before a Peace Commissioner or
Commissioner for Oaths, or GP,
clergyman or member of the Garda
Síochána.

Credit union accounts
If the deceased had a credit union account
and had completed a valid Nomination
Form, when opening the account,
nominating someone as next of kin, the
proceeds of the account up to a maximum
of €23,000 go to the person or persons
nominated on the form. They do not form
part of the deceased's estate.
The balance of the account forms part of
the deceased's estate and is distributed in
accordance with succession law.
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Insurance policies
If an insurance policy names you as the
beneficiary, then you may claim it directly
from the insurance company. You need a
death certificate. If there is no named
beneficiary, then the proceeds form part
of the overall estate of the deceased and
are distributed with the other assets.

Occupational and personal pensions
The rules governing occupational and
personal pensions vary. If the deceased was
a member of a pension scheme, you should
contact the employer or former employer or
the scheme administrators to find out if there
is a pension for the spouse/civil partner
and/or children. Self-employed people may
have pension arrangements which involve
some of the investments becoming part of
the deceased's estate.
Divorced people and those whose civil
partnership has been dissolved may have
access to some part of the pension scheme
depending on whether or not a pension
adjustment order was made at the time of
the divorce/dissolution.
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WHERE TO APPLY
The Pensions Board have a series of leaflets
on pension matters for scheme members.

Revenue
CAT National Taxpayer Information Unit
Ist Floor, CRIO
Cathedral Street
Dublin 1

An Post
Consumer Services
G.P.O
FREEPOST
O'Connell Street
Dublin 1
Tel: (01) 705 7600

Tel: (01) 865 5000

LoCall: 1850 575 859

LoCall: 1890 201 104

Fax: (01) 809 0900

Email: catdr@revenue.ie

Email: customer.services@anpost.ie

Web: www.revenue.ie

Web: www.anpost.ie

Irish Banking Federation

Pensions Board

Nassau House
Nassau Street
Dublin 2

Verschoyle House
28-30 Lower Mount Street
Dublin 2

Tel: (01) 671 5311

Tel: (01) 613 1900

Email: info@ibf.ie

LoCall: 1890 656 565

Web: www.ibf.ie

Fax: (01) 631 8602
Email: info@pensionsboard.ie
Web: www.pensionsboard.ie
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Finance

◆

Income tax credits
and relief following
a death

Tax credits reduce the amount of tax you
have to pay. This section explains the tax
credits that apply to the income of a
deceased person. It also explains the tax
credits and reliefs that are available to a
widowed person.
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Tax credits in the year of death
Unmarried/widowed person
In the year in which they die, a single or
widowed person has the normal tax
credits to which they are entitled for the
whole year, January to December. If a
refund of tax is due, it can be claimed by
the person responsible for finalising the
affairs of the deceased.
Unmarried couples are treated as single
for tax purposes.

Married Couples
If your spouse dies, the way you are taxed
in that year depends on how you were taxed
as a couple. That is, whether you were taxed
through Single Assessment, Separate
Assessment or Joint Assessment.

Single assessment
If you were both taxed as single persons then
the Widowed Person's Tax Credit (explained
later in this chapter) will replace the personal
tax credit you had at the start of the year.

Separate assessment
If you and your spouse were taxed under
separate assessment then the Widowed
Person's Tax Credit will replace your
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personal tax credit. You may also be entitled
to unused tax credits that were allocated to
your spouse.

Joint assessment
If a married couple is jointly assessed for
tax, the spouse with the obligation to make
tax returns, etc., is known as the assessable
spouse while the other spouse is known as
the non-assessable spouse.
The assessable spouse is the spouse the
couple has nominated as such. If no one
has been nominated, the assessable person
is the spouse with the higher income and
remains the assessable spouse until a
decision is made to the contrary.
The tax treatment of a married couple jointly
assessed to tax in the year where one spouse
dies depends on whether the assessable
spouse or the non-assessable spouse dies.
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Death of the non-assessable spouse
In the tax year in which a non assessable
spouse dies, the assessable spouse:
• Is taxable on his/her own total income for
the full year plus the total income of
his/her spouse to the date of death;
• Is entitled to the full amount of the
married tax credit and the PAYE credit (2
PAYE credits if both have sufficient
income taxable under the PAYE system);

• May claim a proportion of other credits
up to date of death
• Has the tax rate bands that apply to
a married couple

From the date of death to the end of
the tax year, the widowed spouse:
• Is assessable on his/her own income
for this period

• May claim other tax credits due to both
spouses in that year.

• Is entitled to the widowed person’s tax
credit for year of bereavement and the
PAYE credit (if taxed on PAYE)

Death of the assessable spouse

• May claim tax credits for the period
following the death

For the period 1 January to the date of
death, the assessable spouse:
• Is taxable on his/her own total income
and the total income of his/her spouse
for this period
• Is entitled to the full amount of the
married tax credit and the PAYE credit
(2 PAYE credits if both have sufficient
income taxable under the PAYE system)

• Has the tax rate bands that apply to a
single/widowed person

Widowed Person’s Tax Credit
An increased personal tax credit is available
to widowed persons. The amount of the tax
credit varies according to whether or not the
surviving spouse has dependent children and
how recent the bereavement.

Widowed person without dependent
children
A widowed person without a dependent child
will still get the Married Person's Tax Credit in
the year of bereavement, which is €3,300 in
2011.
In subsequent years, you will get the
Widowed Person's Tax Credit, which is
€2,190 in 2011.
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If you were bereaved in:

Widowed Parent Tax
Credit due in 2010 is:

Widowed Parent Tax
Credit due in 2011 is:

2010
2009
2008
2007
2006
2005

Nil
€4,000
€3,500
€3,000
€2,500
€2,000

€3,600
€3,150
€2,700
€2,250
€1,800
Nil

Widowed person with dependent
children
If you are a widowed person with a
dependent child you will still get the
Married Person's Tax Credit in the year of
bereavement which is €3,300 in 2011.
In subsequent years, as long as you continue
to have dependent children you will get a
Widowed Person's (with dependent children)
Tax Credit (€1,650 in 2011) and the
One-Parent Family Tax Credit (€1,650 in
2011).
You are also entitled to an additional tax
credit, the Widowed Parent Tax Credit, for the
first five years after the year of death. (See
above)
If you are widowed with dependent children
and have not remarried but are cohabiting
with a partner, you are not considered as a
widowed person (with dependent children) for
tax purposes. This means you are not entitled
to the Widowed Person's (with dependent
children) Tax Credit or the One-Parent Family
Tax Credit; however, you can get the
Widowed Person's Tax Credit instead.
Also, if you are widowed and have not
remarried but no longer have dependent
children, you will not be considered as a
widowed person (with dependent children).
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Instead, you will get the Widowed Person's
Tax Credit.
The Widowed Parent Tax Credit is available
for five years, beginning in the year after the
year of bereavement. If you are bereaved in
2011 you will not get a Widowed Parent Tax
Credit until 2012. Only one Widowed Parent
Tax Credit is granted, irrespective of the
number of children. The amount of the tax
credit varies each year as shown above.
To qualify for the Widowed Persons
Tax Credit:
• You must not have re-married by the
start of the tax year and must not be
cohabiting with a partner.
• A qualifying child must reside with you
for some part of the tax year.
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• The child must be under 18 or, if over
18, in full-time eduction or undergoing
a full-time training course for a trade or
profession for a minimum of two years.
There is no age restriction if the child
became permanently incapacitated when
under 21 or in full-time education or
training.
• The child may be an adopted child, a
stepchild or any child that you support
and have custody of.

◆

What happens the
deceased's estate

When a person dies, his/her property
passes to his/her personal representative.
The personal representative then has the
duty to distribute the deceased's money
and property in accordance with the law,
the will - if there is one - or the laws of
intestacy if there is no will.

HOW TO APPLY
Following the death of a spouse, you
should contact Revenue to inform them so
that they can arrange for you to receive the
appropriate tax credits. Please remember to
have your PPS Number to hand in any
dealings with Revenue.
You can also claim tax credits online.

WHERE TO APPLY
Lo-call telephone numbers for Revenue
regional offices are widely available.

RULES
A Testator is a person who has made a will.
If you die without making a will, you are said
to die intestate. If that happens, your money
and property is distributed in accordance with
the rules set out in the Succession Act, 1965.
There are some restrictions on what you
can do in a will. In general, you may not
completely disinherit a spouse/civil partner
and, if you do, your spouse/civil partner
may claim his/her legal right share. You
are not obliged to leave any assets to your
children but if you do not, they may be able
to make a claim on the basis that you have
not fulfilled your obligations towards them.
Apart from that, you may dispose of your
estate (estate is the term used to describe all
of your assets, your money, property, etc.) in
whatever way you like.
The personal representative is either:
• an executor or executors - this is a person
or people appointed by the deceased
person in his/her will;
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• an administrator(s) - this is usually the
next of kin or a lawyer. An administrator
is appointed where there is no will, or
where no executor is nominated in the
will or where the executor has
predeceased the testator or is unwilling
or unable to act as executor.
It is the personal representative's responsibility
to distribute the estate in accordance with the
will of the deceased, and/or the law.
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Form, when opening the account,
nominating someone as next of kin, the
proceeds of the account up to a maximum
of €23,000 go to the person or persons
nominated on the form. They do not form
part of the deceased's estate. The balance of
the account forms part of the deceased's
estate and is distributed in accordance with
succession law.

Occupational and personal pensions
Money in the bank
If the money in the bank or the insurance
policy is in the deceased's name only then
family members usually cannot get access
until probate is taken out. If the amount
of money in the bank is small, the bank
may release it provided the personal
representatives or the next of kin sign an
indemnity form - in effect, this is a guarantee
that the bank will not be at a loss if there are
other claims on the money.
If the bank account is in joint names, the
money can be transferred into the survivor's
name. You will need the death certificate to
do this. If there is an account with more than
€31,743.45, you will also need a letter of
clearance from the Revenue Commissioners
allowing the money to be transferred into
your name pending investigations about
liability to Capital Acquisitions Tax (CAT).
Spouses are not liable for CAT on inheritances
from each other. You should apply to the
Capital Taxes Office of the Revenue
Commissioners for a letter of clearance.

Credit union accounts
If the deceased had a credit union account
and had completed a valid Nomination

The rules governing occupational and
personal pensions vary with the different
pension arrangements. If the deceased was a
member of a pension scheme, you should
contact the scheme administrators to find out
if there is a pension for the spouse/civil
partner and/or children.
Self-employed people may have pension
arrangements that involve some of the
investments becoming part of the deceased's
estate. Divorced people and those whose
civil partnership has been dissolved may
have access to some part of the pension
scheme depending on whether or not a
pension adjustment order was made at the
time of the divorce/dissolution.
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The legal right share
If there is a will and the spouse/civil partner
has never renounced his/her rights and is
not "unworthy to succeed", then that spouse/
civil partner has a right to what is called a
"legal right share" of the deceased's estate.
• If there are no children, the spouse/civil
partner is entitled to one-half of the
estate;
• if there are children, the spouse/civil
partner is entitled to one-third of the
estate. The children are not necessarily
entitled to the rest.
If you find that your spouse or civil partner
has made a will that does not recognise your
legal right share, you may still claim your
right. You do not have to go to court; the
executor or administrator is obliged to grant
you your share.
Cohabiting couples have no legal rights to
each other's estates. A church annulment has
no legal status and so does not change the
status of a spouse. If a partner in such an
annulled marriage subsequently "remarries"
or enters into a civil partnership, this is not
a legal marriage or civil partnership, and the
parties have no rights vis a vis each other.

Cohabiting couples may, of course, make
wills in favour of each other but such wills
may not negate the legal right share of a
spouse/civil partner.

The family home
If the family home is held by both spouses/
civil partners as joint tenants, the surviving
spouse/civil partner automatically inherits the
deceased spouse's/civil partner's interest. In
the case of a cohabiting couple where the
family home is held as joint tenants, the
surviving partner automatically inherits the
deceased partner's interest but may be liable
for inheritance tax, unless the surviving
partner qualifies for dwelling house tax
exemption. Where both die at the same time
so that it is not possible to say who died first,
property held as joint tenants is divided
equally so as to form part of each of their
estates.
The surviving spouse/civil partner may
require that the family home be given to
him/her in satisfaction of the legal right share
or the share on intestacy. If the family home
is worth more than the legal right share then
normally the spouse/civil partner would have
to pay the difference into the deceased's
estate.
However, the surviving spouse/civil partner
may apply to the court to have the dwelling
house given to him/her either without paying
the difference or by paying such sum as the
court thinks reasonable. The court may make
such an order if it thinks that hardship would
otherwise be caused either to the surviving
spouse/civil partner or to a dependent child.
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Renouncing or losing your rights
under a will
There are various circumstances in which
a spouse/civil partner renounces his/her
rights under the Succession Act. Sometimes
this might be done prior to marriage/civil
partnership or the spouse/civil partner may
waive the right in favour of a child or
children.
If the couple are separated, it is usual to
renounce rights to each other's estates in a
separation agreement. A separation does
not always involve renunciation of succession
rights. A divorce/dissolution decree means
the end of succession rights; the court, of
course, has the power to take the loss of
these rights into account when deciding
on the financial settlement between the
spouses/civil partners.
Being "unworthy to succeed" is relatively rare
and would arise, for example, where the
surviving spouse/civil partner murdered the
deceased or committed certain other serious
crimes against the deceased. It may also
arise if you had deserted your spouse/civil
partner for at least two years before the
death.

Rights of children under a will
Unlike a spouse/civil partner, children have
no absolute right to inherit their parent's
estate if the parent has made a will.
However, if a child considers that he/she has
not been adequately provided for, he/she
may make an application to court. The child
need not be a minor or be dependent in
order to use this procedure.
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The court has to decide if the parent has
"failed in his moral duty to make proper
provision for the child in accordance with his
means". Each case is decided on its merits
and the court looks at the situation from the
point of view of a "prudent and just" parent.
Anyone considering challenging a will on
these grounds should get legal opinion
before applying to the court.
Children born within or outside marriage
have the same rights.

Intestacy
If a person dies without having made a will
or if the will is invalid for whatever reason,
that person is said to have died "intestate".
If there is a valid will, but part of it is invalid
then that part is dealt with as if there was an
intestacy.
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The rules for division of property on intestacy
are as follows:
If the deceased is survived by
• spouse/civil partner but no children spouse/civil partner gets entire estate;
• spouse/civil partner and children spouse/civil partner gets two-thirds,
one-third is divided equally between
children (if a child has already died
his/her children take a share);
• parents, no spouse/civil partner or
children - divided equally or entirely to
one parent if only one survives;
• children, no spouse/civil partner - divided
equally between children (as above);
• brothers and sisters only - shared equally,
the children of a deceased brother or
sister take the share;
• nieces and nephews only - divided
equally between those surviving;
• other relatives - divided equally between
nearest equal relationship;
• no relatives - the state.

◆

Capital Acquisitions
Tax

If you receive a gift, you may have to pay
Gift Tax on it. If you receive an inheritance
following a death, it may be liable to
Inheritance Tax. Both these taxes are types
of Capital Acquisitions Tax.

The benefit (the gift or inheritance) is taxed if
its value is over a certain limit or threshold.
Different tax-free thresholds apply depending
on the relationship between the disponer (the
person giving the benefit) and the beneficiary
(the person receiving the benefit). There are
also a number of exemptions and relief’s that
depend on the type of the gift or inheritance.
If you receive a gift or inheritance from your
spouse, you are exempt from Capital
Acquisitions Tax.
The tax applies to all property that is located
in Ireland. It also applies where the property
is not located in Ireland but either the person
giving the benefit or the person receiving it
are resident or ordinarily resident in Ireland
for tax purposes.

Group thresholds
Gifts and inheritances can be received
tax-free up to a certain amount. The tax-free
amount, or threshold, varies depending on
your relationship to the person giving the
benefit. There are three different categories
or groups. Each has a threshold that applies
to the total benefits you have received in that
category since 5 December 1991.
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Group A applies where the beneficiary, the
person receiving the benefit, is a child of the
person giving it. This includes a stepchild or
an adopted child.
It can also include a foster child if the foster
child resided with and was under the care of
the disponer and they provided the care, at
their expense, for a period or periods
totalling at least 5 years before the foster
child reached the age of 18. This minimum
period does not apply in the case of an
inheritance taken on the date of death of the
disponer. In this case the Group A threshold
will apply provided that the foster child had
been placed in the care of the disponer prior
to that date.
Group A also applies to parents who take an
inheritance from their child but only where
the parent takes full and complete ownership
of the inheritance. If a parent receives an
inheritance where he or she does not have
full and complete ownership of the benefit,
or if a parent receives a gift, then Group B
applies.
If a parent inherits from their child, and
have full and complete ownership of the
inheritance it is exempt from tax if, in the
previous five years, the child took an
inheritance or gift from either parent and it
was not exempt from Capital Acquisitions
Tax. In this case, no tax needs to be paid
even if the inheritance from the child is over
the threshold.
Group B applies where the beneficiary
is the:
• Parent - see also Group A above
• Grandparent
• Grandchild or great-grandchild see below
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• Brother or sister
• Nephew or niece of the giver - see below
If a grandchild is a minor (under 18 years of
age) and takes a gift or inheritance from his
or her grandparent Group A may apply if the
grandchild's parent is deceased.
Group A may apply to a nephew or niece if
he or she has worked in the business of the
person giving the benefit for the previous five
years and meets the following criteria:
• The nephew or niece must be a blood
relation rather than a nephew or
niece-in-law
• The gift or inheritance consists of
property used in connection with the
business, including farming, or of shares
in the company.
• If the gift or inheritance consists of
property then the nephew or niece must
work more than 24 hours a week for the
disponer at a place where the business is
carried on, or for the company if the gift
or inheritance is shares. But if the business
is carried on exclusively by the disponer,
their spouse and the nephew or niece
then the requirement is that the nephew
or niece work more than 15 hours a
week.
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CAT Thresholds

Group A
Group B
Group C

2009

2009

2010

2010

up to
7 April 2009

on or after
8 April 2009

up to
7 Dec. 2010

on or after
8 Dec. 2010 & 2011

€542,544
€54,254
€27,127

€434,000
€43,400
€21,700

€414,799
€41,481
€20,740

€332,084
€33,208
€16,604

• The relief does not apply if the benefit is
taken under a discretionary trust.
Group C applies to any relationship not
included in Group A or Group B.
If you receive a benefit from a relation of
your deceased spouse, you can be assessed
with the same group as your spouse would
be if they were receiving the benefit from
their relation. For example, if you receive a
benefit from the father of your spouse, the
group threshold would be Group C. But if
you receive a benefit from the father of your
spouse and your spouse is deceased, then
the group threshold that applies to you would
be the same as for a child receiving a benefit
from a parent, Group A.

Valuation
The valuation date is the date on which the
market value of the property comprising the
gift/inheritance is established.
In the case of a gift, the valuation date is
normally the date of the gift.
In the case of an inheritance, the valuation
date is normally the earliest of the following
dates:
• The date the inheritance can be set aside
for or given to the beneficiary;
• The date it is actually retained for the
benefit of the beneficiary;
• The date it is transferred or paid over to
the beneficiary.

The valuation date will normally be the date
of death in the following circumstances:
• Gift made in contemplation of death
(Donatio Mortis Causa)
• Where a power of revocation has not
been exercised. This could arise where a
person makes a gift of property but
reserves the power to revoke, or take
back, the gift. If he or she dies and this
power ceases, the recipient then becomes
taxable as inheriting the benefit.
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If the beneficiary had free use of the
benefit before this, he or she will be taxed
as receiving a gift of the value of the use
of the property.
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Taxable value

This only applies to amounts over the group
threshold. For example, if you have received
gifts from your parents with a taxable value
of €550,000, you only pay tax on the
amount over the appropriate group threshold
(Group A threshold: €332,084). So
€217,916 is taxed at 25%.

The gift or inheritance is valued as the
market value at the time you become entitled
to the use or benefit of it.

Exemptions

The value that is taxable is the market value
minus the following deductions.
You can deduct 'any liabilities, costs and
expenses that are properly payable'. This
would include debts that must, by law, be
paid and that are payable out of the benefit
or because of it. With an inheritance, these
may be funeral expenses, the costs of
administering the estate, or debts owed by
the deceased. For a gift, they could include
legal costs or stamp duty.
If you make a payment for the benefit or
some other contribution in return for it, this
may also be deducted. This is known as a
'consideration' and could be, for example, a
part payment, an amount paid annually to
the donor or other person, or a payment of
debts of the donor. If you do not receive full
ownership but instead receive a benefit for a
limited period, then a number of factors are
taken into account to calculate the value.
The calculation of the value of a limited
interest is explained in Revenue Guide IT 39.

Tax rate
Capital Acquisition Tax is charged at 25% in
respect of gifts or inheritances made from
midnight on 7 April 2009. (The rate was formerly 22% in 2009 and 20% in 2008.)

The following are exempt from Capital
Acquisitions Tax:
• Gifts or inheritances from a spouse;
• Payments for damages or compensation;
• Benefits used only for the medical
expenses of a person who is permanently
incapacitated due to physical or mental
illness;
• Benefits taken for charitable purposes or
received from a charity;
• Winnings from a lottery, sweepstake,
game, or betting;
• Retirement benefits and pension and
redundancy payments are not usually
liable to Gift Tax.
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The first €3,000 of the total value of all gifts
received from one person in any calendar
year is exempt. This does not apply to
inheritances.
If you receive a gift or inheritance of a house
that has been your main residence, it may be
exempt from tax if you do not own or have
an interest in any other house. There are
conditions on how long you must be resident
in the house before and after receiving the
benefit. More information is available on this
Revenue website - see Dwelling-house
exemption below - or Revenue's leaflet CAT
10.
If a parent receives an inheritance from
his/her child, and then takes full and
complete ownership of the inheritance, it
usually taxable under Group A. But it is
exempt if, in the previous five years, the child
took an inheritance or gift from either parent
and it was not exempt from Capital
Acquisitions Tax.
Other exemptions relate to certain Irish
Government securities, bankruptcy, heritage
property, and support of a child or spouse.
Further information on the above relief and
exemptions is contained in
Revenue guide IT 39
(Appendix 6).

Reliefs
Business Relief
Tax relief applies to gifts and inheritances
of business property and reduces the taxable
value of the property by 90%. More
information on business relief can be found
in Revenue leaflet CAT 4.
Agricultural Relief
Tax relief applies to gifts and inheritances
of agricultural property and reduces the
market value of the property by 90% for the
purposes of Capital Acquisitions Tax. More
information on agricultural relief can be
found in Revenue leaflet CAT 5.

Making a return and paying Capital
Acquisition Tax
If you have received a gift or inheritance
then you are responsible for paying any
Capital Acquisition Tax that is due. If you
are not resident in Ireland, you must get an
agent who is resident in Ireland, such as a
solicitor, to take responsibility for the
payment of CAT.
You must make a tax return if the total value
of gifts and inheritances you have received in
one of the groups, A, B or C, since 5
December 1991 is more than 80% of the
tax-free threshold for that group.
For example, if you received a gift of
€20,000 from a brother and then an
inheritance of €10,000 from a grandparent,
both of these benefits would come under
Group B and amount to a total of €30,000.
The threshold for Group B in 2011 is
€33,208 and 80% of this is €26,566.40.
Because the benefits in group B exceed 80%
of the tax-free threshold, you are required to
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make a tax return even though the total
amount received is below the threshold.
Gifts or inheritances with a valuation
date before 14 June 2010
You must complete the tax return and pay the
tax within 4 months of the valuation date.
You do this by completing Form IT 38.
Revenue can provide A Guide to completing
the Self Assessment Return (Form IT 38). If
the tax is not paid within 4 months, interest is
charged.
Gifts or inheritances with a valuation
date on or after 14 June 2010
Gifts or inheritances with a valuation date
on or after 14 June 2010 will have a new
fixed CAT pay and file date. All gifts and
inheritances with a valuation date in the
12-month period ending on the 31 August
must be paid and filed by 30 September.
This means, if the valuation date is between
1 January and 31 August, you must
complete the tax return and pay the tax on
or before 30 September in that year. If the
valuation date is between 1 September and
31 December you must complete the tax
return and pay the tax on or before 30
September in the following year.

FOR EXAMPLE
If your inheritance has a valuation
date of 21 February 2011, you must
complete the tax return and pay the tax
on or before 30 September 2011.
If your inheritance has a valuation
date of 6 November 2011, you must
complete the tax return and pay the tax
on or before 30 September 2012.
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There is a surcharge for late pay and file
of CAT. The surcharge is based on a
percentage of the total tax payable for the
year the return is late and graded according
to the length of the delay.
However, there is an overall cap on the
level of the surcharge which is calculated
as follows:
• 5% surcharge to a maximum of €12,695,
if you complete the tax return and pay
the tax within 2 months of the pay and
file date.
• 10% surcharge up to a maximum of
€63,485, if you do not complete the tax
return and pay the tax within 2 months of
the pay and file date.
Gift and inheritance tax returns must be
made electronically using Revenue’s Online
Service, however there are some exceptions.
A new paper gift and inheritance tax return
(Form IT38S) will be available but can only
be used by you, the taxpayer, if you meet the
following criteria:
• You are not claiming any relief,
exemption or credit, apart from small gift
exemption.
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• The benefit taken is an absolute interest
without conditions or restrictions.
• The property included in the return was
taken from only one disponer and is not
part of a larger benefit.
SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES
In certain circumstances, it is possible to pay
the tax by instalments over a period not
exceeding 60 months. This applies to any
property where the beneficiary does not have
full and complete ownership.
It also applies if the benefit is full and
complete ownership of the following:
• Property which cannot be moved (for
example, lands or a house) or
• Property which can be moved and is
agricultural or business property
Revenue can consider allowing a
postponement of tax due if there is
hardship involved.

CONTACT

Revenue
CAT National Taxpayer Information Unit
Ist Floor, CRIO
Cathedral Street
Dublin 1
Tel: (01) 865 5000
LoCall: 1890 201 104
Email: catdr@revenue.ie
Web: www.revenue.ie

FURTHER INFORMATION - EXEMPTIONS
The following items are exempt from Capital
Acquisitions Tax:
• Gifts or inheritances from a spouse;
• Payments for damages or compensation;
• Benefits used only for the medical
expenses of a person who is permanently
incapacitated due to physical or mental
illness;
• Benefits taken for charitable purposes
or received from a charity;
• Winnings from a lottery, sweepstake,
game, or betting;
• Reasonable support for the maintenance
or education of a child or spouse.
Houses, gardens or objects that are of
national, scientific, historic or artistic merit
and meet certain conditions (see 'Heritage
Property Relief').
Pension and redundancy payments are not
usually liable to Gift Tax. If the employee
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however is a relative of the employer, or the
employer is a private company and the
employee is deemed to control the company,
Revenue may disallow this exemption if they
consider the payment excessive.
The first €3,000 of the total value of all
gifts received from one person in any
calendar year is exempt. This does not
apply to inheritances.
If a parent receives an inheritance (with full
and complete ownership), from a child, it is
exempt from tax if the child had taken an
inheritance or gift from either parent in the
previous five years and that inheritance or
gift was not exempt from Capital Acquisitions
Tax.
Payments that reduce the debt of a bankrupt
or near-bankrupt are usually exempt under
Section 82, Capital Acquisitions Tax
Consolidation Act 2003.
Other exemptions relate to government
securities or unit trusts where the beneficiary
is non-resident.

Dwelling-house exemption
A gift or inheritance of a house which has
been your main residence may be exempt
from Capital Acquisitions Tax if you do not
own or have an interest in any other house.
You must have lived in the house as your
main residence for the three years
immediately preceding the date of the gift
or inheritance. However, in the case of
gifts taken on or after 20 February 2007,
time you lived in the house will not be
counted if it was also the disponer's only or
main residence, unless, the disponer was
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dependent on your care because of old age
or illness. Also the house must be owned by
the disponer for three years if it is a gift taken
on or after 20 February 2007.
If the house replaced another house as your
main residence in that time, you can still
claim the exemption provided that your main
residence was in these houses for a total
period of three out of the four preceding
years. However, in the case of gifts taken on
or after 20 February 2007, each house must
be owned by the disponer for the relevant
part of the 3 year period that it was occupied
by you.
You must continue to occupy the house as
your main residence for the following six
years but this condition does not apply if you
are over 55 years at the time of receiving
the benefit. If you are away because of an
obligation to work abroad you can include
this as time resident.
Where the house is replaced by another
property as your main residence, the time for
which each house is your main residence
must total six of the seven years commencing
on the date of the gift or inheritance.
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If you sell the house and the sale does not
meet the conditions outlined above then the
relief will be withdrawn. An exception to this
is if the property is sold because you need
long-term care in a hospital or nursing
home.
If you sell the house within six years and the
value of a replacement property is less than
the value of the original property then there
will be a claw-back of the difference. For
example, if the original relief was for a
property worth €600,000 and you sell this to
buy a property worth €400,000, you will only
be allowed relief on the €400,000 and there
will be a claw-back on the €200,000
difference. You will need to complete a
revised form IT 38 and pay the additional
tax within four months.

TAX RELIEF

Agricultural Relief
Gifts and inheritances of agricultural property
can qualify for relief that reduces the market
value of the property by 90% for the
purposes of Capital Acquisitions Tax.

To qualify for Agricultural Relief the
beneficiary must be a farmer. This means that
taking the gift or inheritance into account,
agricultural property must account for at least
80% of the gross market value of your assets
on valuation date. This restriction does not
apply if the gift or inheritance is trees or
under wood.
If your principal residence is not situated on
the farm it does not qualify as agricultural
property. A change announced in Budget
2007 means that in this case borrowings on
such a residence can be offset against its
value. This may reduce the value of assets
that are non-agricultural, increasing the
proportion of agricultural assets for the 80%
rule.
The relief will be withdrawn:
• If the beneficiary is not resident for all of
the three tax years following the tax year
in which the valuation date falls;
• If the property is sold within six years and
not replaced by another agricultural
property with one year;
• If the property is compulsorily purchased
within six years and not replaced within
six years
If a beneficiary does not qualify for
Agricultural Relief, then agricultural property
can qualify for Business Relief.
If Agricultural Relief or Business Relief has
been granted on the development value of
development land, the relief will be clawed
back if the land is disposed of between six
to ten years after the date of the gift or
inheritance. Development land is land with a
value that exceeds the current use value of
the land at the date of the gift or inheritance.
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In calculating the taxable value of the
property after agricultural relief, only 10%
of the value of the allowable deductions is
taken into account (that is, the deductions
are reduced by 90%, in proportion with the
relief).

Business Relief
Gifts and inheritances of relevant business
property qualify for relief that reduces the
taxable value of the property by 90% for the
purposes of Capital Acquisitions Tax.
Relevant business property
Relevant business property includes the
following.
The business or, for a business carried on by
a sole trader or by a partnership, an interest
in the business. A "Business" is defined as one
which is carried on for gain and it includes
the exercise of a profession or vocation as
well as a trade. Individual assets used in the
business, such as a factory will not qualify
for the relief if they are transferred to the
beneficiary without the business.
The unquoted shares or securities of a
company carrying on a business provided
that the company is incorporated and that
the shares meet certain requirements
specified in section 93 of the Capital
Acquisitions Tax Consolidation Act 2003.
Any land or buildings, machinery or plant in
the State that are owned by the disponer but
used wholly or mainly for the purpose of a
business carried on by a company controlled
by the disponer or by a partnership of which
the disponer was a partner. The shares in the
company or the partnership interest must be
taken by the beneficiary together with the
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lands, buildings, machinery or plant in order
for those assets to qualify for the relief.
Quoted shares or securities of a company if
the shares were unquoted before 23rd May
1994 or if later, were unquoted at the time
the disponer became the beneficial owner.
Quoted shares or securites must meet the
same requirement specified for unquoted
shares in order to qualify for relief.
Exclusions
Businesses are excluded from the relief if
they wholly or mainly consist of dealing in
currencies, securities, stocks, shares, land or
buildings, or making or holding investments
Conditions
The relevant business property must have
been in continuous ownership by the
disponer for a minimum period of two years
in the case of an inheritance which was taken
on the death of the disponer or five years in
any other case.
This period can include a period of
ownership by the disponer's spouse or a
trustee. A replacement of a relevant business
property can be included in the ownership
requirement, in which case the minimum
periods are extended to three and six years
respectively.

128

The Funeral Handbook

In the case where a beneficiary receives a
gift or inheritance that meets the minimum
period requirement but they then die before
they in turn have owned it for the minimum
period, the subsequent inheritor of the benefit
can still qualify business relief under the
minimum period condition.
For more information on Business Relief see
section 92 Capital Acquisitions Tax
Consolidation Act 2003.

Heritage Property Relief
Houses and gardens or objects that are of
national, scientific, historic or artistic interest
are exempt from Capital Acquisitions Tax if
they meet certain conditions.
Conditions
Reasonable facilities for viewing must be
available to members of the public or, in the
case of objects, to recognised bodies or
associations. The property must not be used
for trading purposes.
Houses and gardens must have had
reasonable facilities available for their
viewing by the public for three years before
a gift or inheritance.
The property must not be sold within six years
unless the sale is to a national institution by
private treaty. The relief can be clawed back
if the conditions are not kept.
For more information the Revenue can also
provide a leaflet on Heritage property relief.

Tina’s
Florist

PARISH OF KILQUADE
CO. WICKLOW
Parish Office:
St. Patrick’s Kilquade.
Tel: 01 2819658
Mon, Tues, Thurs 10am-2pm

St. Joseph’s,
Newtownmountkennedy.
Tel: 01 2819253

6 Mary Street, Clonmel

052 6124393

St. Anthony’s, Kilcoole.
Tel: 01 2876207

Free delivery to all churches
and funeral homes

Pastoral Worker c/o Parish Office

www.kilquadeparish.com
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Email: kilquadeparish@eircom.net

Franciscan
Friary
Liberty Street, Cork.
Tel: (021) 4270302
Fax: (021) 4271841
MASSES:
• Sundays Vigil: 6.30pm
• Sundays: 7.00am, 9.00am, 10.30am & 12.00noon
• Holy Days Vigil: 6.30pm
• Holy Days: 7.00am, 9.00am, 10.30am
& 12.00 noon
• Bank Holidays: 9.00am, 10.30am & 12.00 noon
• Weekdays: 7.00am, 9.00am, 10.30am
& 12.00 noon

Email: corkfriary@eircom.net
www.franciscans.ie
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Legacies

With thanks to Mylegacy.ie
The Irish have always been a
generous and caring people and
this spirit is now reflected in the
growing number of people who
want to leave a gift to a good
cause in their will.
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‘Many people find that leaving a legacy to benefit others
after they've gone, is one of the most wonderfully, rewarding
experiences of their lives’
Good causes that have come together to
help kind and thoughtful people to make
their mark on the world by leaving a legacy
to their favourite charity
Leaving a legacy is something that everyone
can do regardless of their income.
MyLegacy.ie is here to help people from
all walks of life to go on making a real
difference to the causes they care about
after they've gone.

History
My Legacy was established in 2003 by
a small group of Irish charities who
wished to spread the word about charitable
bequests. Since then we've grown and now
represent over 60 leading Irish charities
and not-for-profit organisations.

What we do
MyLegacy.ie provides unbiased, useful
information to individuals, charities and
solicitors about leaving legacies to charities.
We work to promote legacy giving and
give donors, solicitors and charities the
information they need to make it happen.

How we work
MyLegacy.ie is democratically run by all
participating charities and governed by
a Steering Committee made up of

fundraising professionals from the
member organisations.
We provide open, honest, unbiased advice
and information and do not solicit specific
gifts or legacies for individual organisations.
A legacy is when you leave a sum of money
in your will to a charitable cause. Some
people leave their entire estates, but most
leave a modest sum. However much you
choose to leave is up to you. But rest
assured... that every legacy counts, no matter
how large or small.
Perhaps you already have a favourite charity.
Maybe there are several you'd like to
support. Or maybe you've always wanted to
give money to a cause, but have never been
able to, because of the pressures of everyday
life and looking after family.
Either way, many people find that leaving
a legacy to benefit others after they've gone,
is one of the most wonderfully, rewarding
experiences of their
lives.
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THERE ARE TWO TYPES OF LEGACY YOU
CAN LEAVE IN YOUR WILL:

A residuary bequest
You make provisions for your nearest and
dearest first, then leave the remainder, or
part of the remainder of your estate to one
or more preferred charities.

If you are making a residuary gift, the
following text can be used in your will:
"I give to (insert name of organisation) of
(insert address of organisation), all (or a
fraction) of the residue of my estate
whatsoever and wheresoever, and I direct
that the receipt of the Treasurer or other
officer for the time being of the said
Organisation shall be a full and sufficient
discharge of the same".

A pecuniary bequest
You state in your will that a specific sum
of money will go to a particular charity, or
charities of your choice.
If you are making a gift of a fixed sum or
specific item, the following text can be used
in your will:
"I give the sum of €_______ or I bequeath
(the item specified) to (insert name of
organisation) of (insert address of
organisation), and I direct that the Treasurer
or other proper officer for the time being of
the said Organisation shall be proper and
sufficient discharge for the same".

Whether or not you plan to leave a legacy,
making a will is extremely important, because
it's the only way for you to say how your
money should be used after your death.
Fortunately, it couldn't be more straightforward. If you already have a solicitor, the
first step is as simple as a phone call.
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If not, you'll need to find a solicitor who will
draw up a will for you. But this shouldn't take
too long, as it's one of the basic services that
almost all solicitors provide.
If you already have a will, it's easy to change
it to include a legacy to a charity of your
choice. This is change is called a "Codicil"
and can be drawn up easily by your solicitor.
My Legacy represents over 60 Irish charities
and non-profit organisations. Our aim is to
promote will making and charitable bequests
in Ireland.
We understand that people making wills rely
on the professional, impartial advice of their
solicitor to ensure their wishes are carried
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out. To facilitate the needs of solicitors when
including a charitable bequest in a will, we
have included a list of a broad range of
charities and non-profit organisations that
your clients can
browse.

Believe in
People
The Simon Communities throughout Ireland provide the best possible care, accommodation and
support for people experiencing homelessness and those at risk. Together, with people who are
homeless, we tackle the root causes, promote innovative responses and urge the government to
fulfill their commitments. Simon delivers support and services to between 4,500 and 5, 000 people
who experience – or are at risk of – homelessness on an annual basis. There are local Simon
Communities throughout Ireland, located in Cork, Dublin, Dundalk, Galway, the Midlands, the
Mid West, the North West and the South East.
By remembering Simon in your will, you can continue to support our vital work throughout the
country. If you require any information in relation to leaving a legacy to Simon, check out
www.simon.ie or contact us on (01) 671 1606 or email fundraising@simoncommunity.com

Leave a lasting gesture…..
Peter McVerry Trust provides housing and support for young homeless people. This crucial
support enables young people to move out of homelessness and create a better future.
“Today, I’m living in my own apartment, and I’m in college studying youth
and community work.” Tommy
You can help others, like Tommy, by leaving a legacy to the Peter McVerry Trust.
Registered Charity: CHY 7256

For further information: T: +353 01 8230776 / E: fundraising@pmvtrust.ie / W: www.pmvtrust.ie
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Below is some sample wording for the
inclusion of a charitable bequest in a client's
will:
For a gift of the residue of an estate:
"I give to (insert name of organisation)
of (insert address of organisation), all
(or a fraction) of the residue of my estate
whatsoever and wheresoever, and I direct
that the receipt of the Treasurer or other
officer for the time being of the said
Organisation shall be a full and sufficient
discharge of the same".
For a gift of a fixed sum or specific item:
"I give the sum of €_______ or I bequeath
(the item specified) to (insert name of
organisation) of (insert address of
organisation), and I direct that the receipt
of the Treasurer or other proper officer for
the time being of the said Organisation shall
be proper and sufficient discharge for the
same".

BELOW IS A LIST OF OUR CURRENT
MEMBER GROUPS:

ARTS/CULTURE:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Abbey Theatre
NCBI
Wexford Festival Trust
Community Foundation for Ireland
Glasnevin Trust
DIT Foundation

ANIMALS:
•
•
•
•
•
•

An Taisce
Irish Wildlife Trust
Irish Guide Dogs for the Blind
Community Foundation for Ireland
Dogs Trust
ISPCA

ANTI-POVERTY:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

World Missions, Ireland
Progressio Ireland
One Family
Oxfam Ireland
Society of Saint Vincent de Paul
ISPCC
Trócaire
Sightsavers
Children First
Simon Communities of Ireland
Community Foundation for Ireland
Focus Ireland
Gorta
Threshold
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CHILDREN:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

One in Four
Barnardos
Progressio Ireland
One Family
Educate Together
Society of Saint Vincent de Paul
Temple St Childrens University Hospital
The New Evangelisation Trust
Chernobyl Children's Project Int
Make-A-Wish Foundation Ltd
Beaumont Hospital Foundation
ISPCC
Jack & Jill Children's Foundation
NCBI
Sightsavers

working to reduce the damage caused by alcohol

Alcohol Action Ireland works to save and change
lives. By supporting our work, you could save and
change lives too. Alcohol while enjoyed by many
of us has another darker side – a side which can
destroy lives, families and communities.

•

•

Help reduce the numbers of people dying from
alcohol-related causes: we work to reduce the
amount we drink in Ireland
Help the next generation – alcohol kills more
young people in Ireland than anything else:
we work to stop kids drinking at a young age

It doesn’t have to be like this.
Legacies
Alcohol Action Ireland works to reduce
alcohol-related harm by creating awareness of
how alcohol impacts our lives and what we need
to do to reduce the damage it can cause. We also
provide a sign-posting service for people seeking
help with their own drinking or that of a loved
one.

Please help support us in our work to save and
change lives – be part of a solution to our
national drinking problem. If you would consider
leaving a gift to support this vital work then
please contact Cathy on (01) 878 0610 or
email: cathy@alcoholactionireland.ie

Thank you
Did you know?
•
•
•

One person dies every seven hours from an
alcohol-related cause
One in three of the most severe domestic
abuse cases - alcohol was a trigger
One in 11 children’s lives in Ireland are
negatively impacted by their parents’
drinking

In supporting our work, you will:
•

Help change the lives of the 100,000
children in Ireland affected by their
parents’ drinking: we work to
let people know these children
exist and need help
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Irish Guide Dogs for the Blind
Irish Water Safety
Barretstown
Children First
Community Foundation for Ireland
Brainwave The Irish Epilepsy Association
Focus Ireland
Mercy Hospital Foundation Cork
Alcohol Action Ireland
St Joseph's Centre for the Visually
Impaired
• Enable Ireland Disability Services

CARE/SOCIAL:
• National League of the Blind of Ireland
• Rehab
• One in Four
• One Family
• Society of Saint Vincent de Paul
• RNLI
• Fighting Blindness
• Mountain Rescue Ireland
• The New Evangelisation Trust
• Wicklow Hospice Foundation (chy18985)
• Croí
• Beaumont Hospital Foundation
• Ruhama
• ISPCC
• Multiple Sclerosis Ireland
• Irish Cancer Society
• The Irish Hospice Foundation
• NCBI
• Irish Heart Foundation
• Irish Guide Dogs for the Blind
• Irish Water Safety
• Simon Communities of Ireland
• Acquired Brain Injury Ireland
• Community Foundation for Ireland
• Focus Ireland
• Mercy Hospital Foundation Cork
• The Alzheimer Society of Ireland

•
•
•
•
•
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Irish Haemophilia Society
LARCC
Women's Aid
Our Lady's Hospice and Care Services
Marie Keating Foundation

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT:
• Progressio Ireland
• Oxfam Ireland
• Educate Together
• Society of Saint Vincent de Paul
• Mountain Rescue Ireland
• The New Evangelisation Trust
• Wicklow Hospice Foundation (chy18985)
• Multiple Sclerosis Ireland
• Trócaire
• Sightsavers
• Irish Guide Dogs for the Blind
• Irish Water Safety
• Simon Communities of Ireland
• Wexford Festival Trust
• Acquired Brain Injury Ireland
• Community Foundation for Ireland
• Glasnevin Trust
• Focus Ireland
• DIT Foundation
• Gorta

142

The Funeral Handbook

DISABILITY:
• National League of the Blind of Ireland
• Rehab
• Fighting Blindness
• Beaumont Hospital Foundation
• Multiple Sclerosis Ireland
• NCBI
• Sightsavers
• Irish Guide Dogs for the Blind
• Barretstown
• Acquired Brain Injury Ireland
• Community Foundation for Ireland
• Brainwave The Irish Epilepsy Association
• Mercy Hospital Foundation Cork
• The Alzheimer Society of Ireland
• St Joseph's Centre for the Visually
Impaired
• Enable Ireland Disability Services

EDUCATION:
• Rehab
• One in Four
• One Family
• Abbey Theatre
• Educate Together
• Society of Saint Vincent de Paul
• Fighting Blindness
• The New Evangelisation Trust
• Croí

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Multiple Sclerosis Ireland
Irish Wildlife Trust
Irish Cancer Society
The Irish Hospice Foundation
NCBI
Sightsavers
Irish Heart Foundation
Irish Guide Dogs for the Blind
Irish Water Safety
Children First
Wexford Festival Trust
Acquired Brain Injury Ireland
Community Foundation for Ireland
Dogs Trust
Alcohol Action Ireland
DIT Foundation
St Joseph's Centre for the Visually
Impaired
• Marie Keating Foundation
• Enable Ireland Disability Services

ELDERLY:
• Society of Saint Vincent de Paul
• Wicklow Hospice Foundation (chy18985)
• Beaumont Hospital Foundation
• St. Vincent’s Foundation
• The Irish Hospice Foundation
• NCBI
• Community Foundation for Ireland
• Mercy Hospital Foundation Cork
• The Alzheimer Society of Ireland
• Threshold
• Our Lady's Hospice and Care Services

ENVIRONMENT:
• An Taisce
• Progressio Ireland
• RNLI
• Irish Wildlife Trust
• Community Foundation for Ireland
• Glasnevin Trust
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HEALTH:
• National League of the Blind of Ireland
• Rehab
• One in Four
• Arthritis Ireland
• Temple St Childrens University Hospital
• Fighting Blindness
• Mountain Rescue Ireland
• Wicklow Hospice Foundation (chy18985)
• Chernobyl Children's Project Int
• Croí
• Beaumont Hospital Foundation
• St. Vincent’s Foundation
• Jack & Jill Children's Foundation
• Irish Cancer Society
• The Irish Hospice Foundation
• NCBI
• Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF)
• Sightsavers
• Irish Heart Foundation
• Irish Guide Dogs for the Blind
• Irish Water Safety
• Barretstown
• Children First
• Acquired Brain Injury Ireland
• Community Foundation for Ireland
• Brainwave The Irish Epilepsy Association
• Mercy Hospital Foundation Cork
• Alcohol Action Ireland
• The Alzheimer Society of Ireland
• St Joseph's Centre for the Visually
Impaired
• Irish Haemophilia Society
• Mater Foundation
• LARCC
• Our Lady's Hospice and Care Services
• Marie Keating Foundation
• Enable Ireland Disability Services
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HOSPITALS:
• Temple St Childrens University Hospital
• Wicklow Hospice Foundation (chy18985)
• Beaumont Hospital Foundation
• St. Vincent’s Foundation
• Mercy Hospital Foundation Cork
• Mater Foundation
• Our Lady's Hospice and Care Services

HOMELESSNESS:
• Society of Saint Vincent de Paul
• Children First
• Simon Communities of Ireland
• Community Foundation for Ireland
• Focus Ireland
• Threshold

HUMAN RIGHTS:
• World Missions, Ireland
• One in Four
• One Family
• Irish Council for Civil Liberties
• Ruhama
• Trócaire
• Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF)
• Community Foundation for Ireland
• Threshold
• Women's Aid

The Funeral Handbook

RELIGION:
• World Missions, Ireland
• The New Evangelisation Trust
• Trócaire
• Glasnevin Trust

SPORT:
• Mountain Rescue Ireland
• Irish Water Safety
• Community Foundation for Ireland
• DIT Foundation

SCHOOLS:
• Educate Together
• The New Evangelisation Trust
• Irish Wildlife Trust
• Irish Water Safety

IRISH LANGUAGE/HERITAGE:
• An Taisce
• Irish Water Safety
• Community Foundation for Ireland
• Glasnevin Trust

LESBIAN/GAY/
BI-SEXUAL/TRANSGENDER:
• Irish Council for Civil Liberties
• Community Foundation for Ireland

OVERSEAS DEVELOPMENT:
• World Missions, Ireland
• Progressio Ireland
• Oxfam Ireland
• Chernobyl Children's Project Int
• Trócaire
• Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF)
• Sightsavers
• Community Foundation for Ireland
• Gorta

TRAVELLER/NEW COMMUNITIES:
• Society of Saint Vincent de Paul
• The New Evangelisation Trust
• Irish Council for Civil Liberties
• ISPCC
• Community Foundation for Ireland
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Traditions of an Irish Funeral
www.yourirish.com

If there is any tradition in Ireland that is common among Irish families it would be
that of a burial of a loved one. Although it’s a sad occasion our spiritual & religious
beliefs helps us get through a mournful time.
A Typical Irish Wake House
There are many ideas on the origin of the
Irish wake for example one such myth is that
it originated as a result of the Irish fondness
for drinking stout which used to be drunk
from pewter mugs and this unfortunately had
the side effect of causing lead poisoning. The
symptoms of this illness was a catatonic state
(where the victim appeared to be dead) but
would recover a few hours later so friends
would watch over the ‘corpse’ to see if they
would eventually awaken.
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We much prefer the belief that it originated
with the Celts. The Celts believed that when
a person died they were moving on to a
better one in the afterlife and that this was a
cause to celebrate.
To-day wakes are held pretty much as they
always have been. The wake will traditionally
be held in the home of the deceased or at
the home of a close relative; this is known as
the wake house. A room will be prepared
for the deceased, in the past it would have
been a parlour but more often these days a
bedroom is used.
After death a window is opened to allow the
spirit of the deceased to leave the house,
no-one must stand or block the path to the
window as this may prevent the spirit from
leaving and will bring misfortune to the
person who blocks the route. After two hours
the window should be closed as this will
prevent the spirit from re-entering.
The body is washed and dressed; in times
gone by they would have been clothed in
white. If the deceased was a male he would
have been freshly shaved. This is known as
being ‘laid out’. A rosary is then wrapped
around the hands and a cross placed around
the neck depending on the religion of the
deceased. Candles are placed at the head
and foot of the coffin and remain lit while the
deceased is still present in the house. Family
members or close friends will stay with the
deceased at all times taking it in shifts to
watch over the departed. All clocks in the
house will be stopped at the time the person
died and all mirrors will be covered or turned
to face the wall as a mark of respect. Also,
traditionally all the curtains will be closed.
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“Although death is a sad occasion a
traditional wake is seldom solemn. Friends
and family alike gather and share
memories and funny stories about
the deceased”
In earlier times ‘keening’ would have taken
place. This is when the women family
members would cry and wail over the
deceased. This took place after the body had
been laid out, if the women started ‘keening’
before the body was ‘laid-out’ it would
invoke evil spirits. ‘Keening’ would have
carried on for some time. One wonders if
this has some bearing in the legend of the
banshee. To-day ‘keening’ has faded out of
Irish funerals.
Although death is a sad occasion a
traditional wake is seldom solemn. Friends
and family alike gather and share memories
and funny stories about the deceased. Food
and drink is always present and although the
church tried to ban alcohol from wakes it
was unsuccessful.
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You can always spot a wake house as the
men tend to congregate outside if the
weather is good. The women will be in the
kitchen making tea, sandwiches and washing
the dishes. Friends and neighbours will bring
a cake or a plate of sandwiches to help out
as wake houses do tend to get very busy with
a constant stream of visitors.

Depending on religion the rosary is said
twice a day with everyone in the house
present to say the responses. There is a
special rosary for the dead and it is
traditionally said around midnight before
the visitors leave.

The visitors will on entering the house be met
by a close family member when they have
offered their condolences they are then taken
into the room where the deceased is. They
will then go to the coffin and stand for a few
minutes paying their respects or saying a
prayer. They will then be taken into the other
room and offered refreshments.

The Funeral Procession
A wake can last for a few days to allow
people to come from afar to pay their
respects and to say good-bye. It will end
when the body is taken out of the house for
the last time and moved to the local Church.
On the day of the funeral the coffin is carried
by 6 males, usually family or very close
friends. A Hearse leads the procession to the
Church with family & friends following behind
the males carrying the coffin.
The funeral mass is usually in duration of 45
minutes with priest and loved ones speaking
about achievement made by the departed.
Again, the coffin is carried by family & friends
to the cemetery. If the procession is to pass
the house of the departed it will stop as a
mark of respect.
People who are not part of the funeral
celebration will stop in the street or road
allowing the procession to pass ahead as a
sign of respect for the deceased.
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Charities & Voluntary
Organisations in Ireland
AGE ACTION IRELAND - To achieve
fundamental change in the lives of all older
people by empowering them to live full lives as
actively engaged citizens and to secure their
rights to comprehensive high quality services
according to their changing needs.

ALZHEIMER SOCIETY OF IRELAND A national voluntary organisation with an extensive
national network of branches, regional offices and
services that aims to provide people with all forms
of dementia, their families and carers with the
necessary support to maximise their quality of life.

Age Action Ireland Limited,
30/31 Lower Camden Street, Dublin 2

Temple Road, Blackrock, Co. Dublin
Tel: 01-207 3800 Fax: 01-210 3772
Email: info@alzheimer.ie

Tel: 01-475 6989 Fax: 01-475 6011
Email: info@ageaction.ie

AIDS CARE EDUCATION AND TRAINING Caring for and supporting individuals and families
affected by HIV / AIDS and related issues.
ACET Republic of Ireland, PO Box 3400, Dublin 4
Tel: 01- 878 7700 Email: Dublin@acet.ie

AISEIRI – ADDICTON TREATMENT CENTRES
IRELAND - Provides quality treatment in a
therapeutic environment, for alcoholics, other
chemically dependent people and gamblers.
Aeseiri: Cahir Co. Tipperary
Tel: 052-744 1166 Fax: 052-744 2250
Email: infocahir@aiseiri.ie
Aeseiri: Roxborough Co. Wexford
Tel: 053-914 1818 Fax: 053-9146004
Email: infowexford@aiseiri.ie

ANAM CARA - Parental & Sibling Bereavement
Support. Formed to address the needs of bereaved
parents and families. This service is for any parent
who has lost a child, no matter what age that child
is (including an adult child) and regardless of how
recent the loss is. If you want to remember that
child and feel comfortable talking about them
Anam Cara will provide the forum. If you just want
to know that you are not alone, Anam Cara will
give you access to other bereaved parents,
resources and self help ideas
HCL House, Second Avenue,
Cookstown Ind. Estate, Tallagh, Dublin 24
Tel: 01-404 5378 Mob: 085 288 8888
Email: Info@anamcara.ie

ARC CANCER SUPPORT CENTRE - Caring for
people diagnosed with cancer, their family and
friends. All our services are free of charge to those
who attend.
ARC House, 65 Eccles Street, Dublin 7/
ARC House, 559 SCR, Dublin 8
Tel: 01-830 7333 Fax: 01-830 7595
Email: info@arccancersupport.ie
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AWARE - is a voluntary organisation formed in
1985 by a group of interested patients, relatives
and mental health professionals, whose aims are
to assist that section of the population whose lives
are directly affected by depression.
72 Lower Leeson Street, Dublin 2
Tel: 01-661 7211 Fax: 01-661 7217
Email: info@aware.ie

BARNARDOS - Ireland’s largest children’s
charity. Sólás is a counselling service offered by
Barnardos, for children who have lost someone
close to them.
Christchurch Square, Dublin 8
Tel: 01-453 0355 Fax: 01-453 0300
Email: info@barnardos.ie

BEREAVEMENT COUNSELLING SERVICE offers support and counselling to enable people
deal with their grief. This applies not only to those
directly bereaved through death, stillbirth,
miscarriage, abortion etc., but also to those
whose lives are affected by the losses of those
near to them.
The Community Hall, Main St, Baldoyle, Dublin 13
Tel: 01-8391766
Email: bereavement@eircom.net

BÓTHAR - enables families and communities in
Africa, Asia, Eastern Europe, Latin America and the
Middle East to overcome hunger and poverty and
to restore the environment in a sustainable way.
To do this, Bóthar provides many varieties of farm
animals and supports related training and
community development. Projects grow through
the passing on of offspring from family to family.
Old Clare Street, Limerick, Co. Limerick
Tel: 061-414 142 Fax: 061-315 833
Email: info@bothar.ie

BRAIN RESEARCH - focuses on research and
teaching of central nervous system disorders in
order to realise real benefits for sufferers of
neurological illness, their families and carers.
Areas of research include Brain Tumour, Epilepsy,
Stroke, Head Injury, Parkinson's Disease,
Alzheimer's Disease, Multiple Sclerosis,
Motor Neurone Disease and Schizophrenia.
IICN: Irish Institute of Clinical Neuroscience,
PO Box 351, Limerick, Co. Limerick
Tel: 061-622 652
Email: info@iicn.ie

BRAINWAVE THE IRISH EPILEPSY
ASSOCIATION - The national organisation
committed to working for, and meeting the needs
of everyone with Epilepsy in Ireland and their
families and carers. The Association offers
information and support to people affected by
epilepsy, raises awareness of epilepsy, supports
research and represents the needs of people with
epilepsy at national and international levels.
Brainwave is based in Dublin and has 9 regional
offices across the country.
The Irish Epilepsy Association,
249 Crumlin Road, Crumlin, Dublin 12
Tel: 01-455 7500 Fax: 01-455 7013
Email: info@epilepsy.ie

BUBBLEGUM CLUB - The Bubble Gum Club
was set up in 1994, to look after children with life
threatening illnesses and children in crisis. They
bring a little fun into the lives of these children
and give parents and carers a short break from
their 24hour caring responsibilities.
14 Mellifont Avenue, Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin
Tel: 01-236 0456
Email: info@bubblegumclub.ie
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CAMPHILL COMMUNITIES - Are life-sharing
communities creating a comprehensive,
therapeutic and supportive environment where
people with special needs can live and make
their home together with volunteers and voluntary
helpers.

CHEEVERSTOWN - provides care support
services to over 400 hundred children and
adults with mental handicap. We provide both
day and residential care together with education,
employment and community services to both
children and adults.

Greenacres Camphill Community,
1a Farmhill Park, Goatstown, Dublin 14
Tel: 01-298 7618
Email: greenacres@camphill.ie

Cheeverstown House, Kilvare,
Templeogue, Dublin 6W
Tel: 01-499 3700 Fax: 01-405 5650
Email: info@cheeverstown.ie

CARE LOCAL - voluntary members visit older
people living alone in Dublin. We assist in
whatever way we can to enable them to enjoy
a better quality of life.

CHERNOBYL CHILDREN'S PROJECT
INTERNATIONAL (CCPI) - an organisation
with United Nations NGO status, restores hope,
alleviates suffering and protects current and
future generations in theChernobyl regions, by
passionately advocating the rights of all of
those affected. In partnership with indigenous
organisations, CCPI develops programmes to
reduce poverty and improve the livelihoods of
current and future generations of Chernobyl’s
children. Our main programme areas include
our Medical Care Programme, Day Care Centre
Development, De-institutionalisation Programme,
Rest & Recuperation Programme and Building
& Construction Programme.

29/30 Dame Street, Dublin 2
Tel: 01-612 8000 Fax: 01-612 8004
Email: info@carelocal.ie

CARERS ASSOCIATION - The Carers Association
is Ireland's national voluntary organisation for
family carers in the home. Family carers provide
high levels of care to a range of people including
frail older people, people with severe disabilities,
the terminally ill and children with special needs.
Market Square, Tullamore, Co. Offaly
Tel: 057-932 2920 Fax: 057-932 3623
Email: info@carersireland.com

CARI - providing a professional, child centred
therapy and counselling service to children,
families, and groups who have been affected
by child sexual abuse.
Limerick Centre, Ennis Road, Co. Limerick
Tel: 061-582200
Email: info@cari.ie

Chernobyl Children International,
Ballycurreen Ind. Estate, Kinale, Co.Cork
Tel: 021-431 2999 Fax: 021-431 317
Email: info@chernobyl-ireland.com

COMBER - is an Irish charity which has worked in
orphanages in Romania since 1990. Comber is
now working with the Romanian Government to
drive the closure of institutions for children and
adults with disabilities and to provide alternative
homes in the community.
Tel/Fax: 057-873 6219
Email: info@comber.ie Web: www.comber.ie
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COMMUNITY FOUNDATION FOR IRELAND
(CFI) - offers people the opportunity to establish
their own charitable fund with expert support from
our staff. People can also give money to their
local area or to a cause or issue they care about
through The Foundation. CFI – Connecting people
who care with causes that matter.
32 Lower O’Connell Street, Dublin 1
Tel: 01-874 7354 Fax: 01-874 7637
Email: info@foundation.ie

CONCERN WORLDWIDE - works with the
poorest people in the world to enable them to
transform their lives.
52-55 Lower Camden Street, Dublin 2
Tel: 01-417 7700 Fax: 01-475 7362

CONSOLE - is a Registered Charity supporting
and helping people bereaved through suicide.
We respect each individual’s unique journey
through the grieving process following their tragic
loss. Console promotes positive mental health
within the community in an effort to reduce the
high number of attempted suicides and deaths
through suicide.
Console House, 4 Whitethorn Grove,
Celbridge, Co. Kildare
Tel: 01-610 2638 Fax: 01-610 2642
Email: info@console.ie

CROÍ - a charity dedicated to pursuing and
attaining the highest level of Cardiovascular Health
Care for the people of the West of Ireland. Since
1985 we have funded and implemented a wide
range of initiatives to improve Cardiac Services
and Facilities in the region. We depend entirely on
voluntary effort and support. With your support we
can continue to save lives!
The West of Ireland Cardiac Foundation, University
College Hospital, Co. Galway
Tel: 091-544 310 Fax: 091-526 000
Email: info@croi.ie

FIGHTING BLINDNESS - is investigating every
avenue where a realistic chance of finding a
therapy or cure for blindness exists. Currently we
fund research projects in 6 leading centres around
Ireland. Fighting Blindness is totally committed
to finding treatments and cures for all forms of
blindness and related sensory loss through the
promotion of research, to supporting those who
are affected by degenerative blinding conditions
and to providing information to all interested
parties.
1 Christchurch Hall, High Street, Dublin 8
Tel: 01-709 3050
Email: info@fightingblindness.ie

FIGHT FOR SIGHT - an Irish charity devoted to
the prevention of Sight Loss. We aim to save sight
by increasing public awareness of everyday risks
and by raising money for research into eye disease
and to purchase eye equipment for our hospitals.
4 Parnell Street, Waterford, Co. Waterford
Tel: 051-878088 Fax: 051-878 606
Email: info@fightforsight.ie

FOCUS IRELAND - a leading national housing
and homeless charity working to combat and
prevent homelessness through the provision of
quality services, supported housing and advocacy.
Focus Ireland believes that everyone has a right to
a place called home which is safe, secure and
appropriate to their needs. In 2007 Focus Ireland
worked with over 5,000 men, women and children
who were homeless, or at risk of homelessness.
9-12 High Street, Christchurch, Dublin 8
Tel: 01-881 5900 Fax: 01-881 5950

The Funeral Handbook

FRIENDS OF LEUKAEMIA PATIENTS CORK is an entirely independent and voluntary non profit
organization whose work involves person-to-person
contact with patients who have a variety of needs
during their illness. A key strength of Friends
Of Leukaemia Patients Cork is the personalised
delivery of help which make it unique in its role
as a charitable organisation.
NSC Centre, Mahon, Cork, Co. Cork
Tel/Fax: 021-482 3625

GOAL - ensuring that the poorest of the poor
and most vulnerable in our world and those
affected by humanitarian crises have access to the
fundamental needs and rights of life, for example,
food, water, shelter, medical attention and literacy.
12 Cumberland Street, Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin
Tel: 01-2809779 Fax: 01-280 9215
Email: info@goal.ie

GROW - is a Mental Health Organisation which
helps people who have suffered, or are suffering,
from mental health problems. Members are helped
to recover from all forms of mental breakdown, or
indeed, to prevent such happening. GROW has
a national network of over 130 Groups in Ireland.
Its principal strength is the support members give
each other from their own experience in matters
to do with mental health. GROW is a voluntary
organisation with a small number of paid
employees.
Barrack Street, Kilkenny, Co. Kilkenny
Tel: 056-776 1624
Email: grownational@grow.ie
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HEADWAY - Headway’s mission is to bring about
positive change in the lives of those affected by an
acquired brain injury. We have a range of
community based rehabilitation services for people
affected by ABI, including rehabilitative training,
day s, therapy and family support, information,
outreach and employment services.
1-3 Manor Street Business Park,
Shea’s Lane, Dublin 7
Tel: 01-810 2066 Fax: 01-810 2070

IRISH ASSOCIATION OF SUICIDOLOGY The IAS is dedicated to disseminating information
about suicide and suicide prevention so that public
opinion can respond to the issue in an informed
manner and assure that it is not ignored by the
statutory authorities dealing with health, education
and the environment.
PO Box 11634, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4
Tel: 01-667 4900
Email: info@ias.ie

IRISH CANCER SOCIETY - The national cancer
care charity dedicated to eliminating cancer and
to improving the lives for those living with cancer
through patient care, research and education.
43/45 Northumberland Road, Dublin 4
Tel: 01-231 0500 Fax: 01-231 0550
Email: reception@irishcancer.ie

IRISH DEAF SOCIETY - The IDS is the national
representative organisation of Deaf and hard of
hearing people, serving the interest and welfare
of the Deaf community. It also upholds the status
of Irish Sign Language (ISL), which is the first and
preferred language of Deaf people inIreland. It
provides a number of services to Deaf and hard
of hearing adults, children and their families.
30 Blessington Street, Dublin 7
Tel: 01-860 1878 Fax: 01-860 1960
Email: info@irishdeafsociety.ie
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IRISH GUIDE DOGS FOR THE BLIND A national charity dedicated to providing high
quality mobility training and aftercare services to
blind and visually impaired people. The services,
which are provided free of charge, bring mobility
and independence to the lives of blind and visually
impaired people all over Ireland.

IRISH RED CROSS SOCIETY - The Irish Red
Cross Society offers a range of services to deal
with both national and international emergencies.
As a National Society within the International
Movement of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, the
Irish Red Cross has access to the largest voluntary
network in the world and is also among the oldest
humanitarian organisations in the world.

National Headquarters & Training Centre,
Model Farm Road, Cork.
Tel: 021-487 8200 Fax: 021 487 4152
Email: info@guidedog.ie

16 Merrion Square, Dublin2
Tel: 01-642 4600 Fax: 01-661 4461
Email: info@redcross.ie

IRISH HEART FOUNDATION - is Ireland's only
National Charity fighting to reduce death and
disability from heart disease and stroke, through
Advocacy, Research, Education, Information
Provision and Patient Support.

ISANDS - is a voluntary organisation, founded in
1983 by a group of bereaved parents whose
babies died before or at birth (stillbirth) or some
time after birth (neonatal death).
N.B.: Now called “A little Lifetime Foundation”

4 Clyde Road, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4
Tel: 01-668 5001 Fax: 01-668 5896

Carmichael House, 4 North Brunswick Street,
Dublin 7
Tel: 01-872 6996
Email: info@alittlelifetime.ie

IRISH HOSPICE FOUNDATION - A not-for-profit
organisation that promotes the hospice philosophy
and supports the development of hospice care.
Our vision is that no one should have to face
death without appropriate care and support.
This includes support for families and loved ones,
extending into bereavement.
Morrison Chambers (4th Floor),
32 Nassau Street, Dublin 2
Tel: 01-679 3188 Fax: 01-673 0040
Email: info@hospice-foundation.ie

IRISH MOTOR NEURONE DISEASE RESEARCH
FOUNDATION (IMNDRF) - It is the mission of
the IMNDRF to facilitate and promote ongoing
research into the causes, treatment and best care
solutions for those patients diagnosed with Motor
Neurone Disease (MND).
IMNDRF, The Clinical Research Centre,
Beaumount Hospital Beaumount, Dublin 9
Tel: 01-809 3874
Email: mndregister@gmail.com

IRISH SUDDEN INFANT DEATH ASSOCIATION
(ISIDA) - is a voluntary organisation that provides
a variety of support and information services to
families bereaved by Sudden Infant Death. These
services are provided by trained staff and trained
volunteers who have themselves experienced the
feelings of grief, loss and isolation which follows
the death of a child.
4 North Brunswick Street, Dublin 7
Tel: 01-873 2711 Fax: 01- 872 6056
Email: isida@eircom.net
ISPCA - The aim of the ISPCA is to prevent cruelty
to animals, to promote animal welfare and to
pro-actively relieve animal suffering in Ireland.
National Animal Centre, Derryglogher Lodge,
Keenagh, Co. Longford
Tel: 043-332 5035 Fax: 043-332 5024
Email: info@ispca.ie
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ISPCC - The ISPCC exists to ensure that all
children are given the opportunity to experience
love and happiness, to stop discrimination and
exclusion of children and to end cruelty and
injustice to children.
29 Lower Baggot Street, Dublin 2
Tel: 01-676 7960

IRISH WHEELCHAIR ASSOCIATION (IWA) was founded in 1960 by a small group of
wheelchair users committed to improving the lives
of people with physical disabilities in Ireland. IWA
has gone on to become an important provider
of quality services to people with limited mobility
throughout the country. Today, our association is
made up of a vibrant network of 20,000 members
and 2,000 staff, as well as many dedicated
volunteers. Together we work to achieve greater
independence, freedom and choice for people
living with a disability.
Áras Chuchulainn, Blackheath Drive,
Clontarf, Dublin 3
Tel: 01-818 6400 Fax: 01-833 3873
Email: info@iwa.ie

JACK AND JILL CHILDRENS FOUNDATION
IRELAND - helps alleviate the very distressful
suffering experienced by tiny babies born with
severe developmental delay until they reach
the age of four years.
Johnstown Manor, Johnstown, Naas, Co. Kildare
Tel: 045-894 538 Fax: 045-894 558
Email: info@jackandjill.ie
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KERRY DEAF RESOURCE CENTRE - provides a
wide range of services to deaf and hard of hearing
adults and children and their families in Co. Kerry.
Services are provided to sign language users or to
those who communicate by speech. Support is also
available to adults and children with cochlear
implants.
4 Gas Terrace, Tralee, Co. Kerry
Tel: 066-712 0399 Fax: 066-712 0386
Email: kdrc@eircom.net

LIVING LINKS - provide outreach
listening/support to persons bereaved by suicide,
at their request, and free of charge. Trained
volunteers are now available (in the following
areas) to offer confidential, practical support and
information to families who have experienced a
death by suicide. At the request of the family, the
Suicide Outreach Support Person can call to the
home or meet at a location appointed by the
family.
Urra, Ballycommon, Nenagh, Co. Tipperary
Mob: 087-412 2052
Email: info@livinglinks.ie

MAKE-A-WISH IRELAND - our mission is to
grant the wishes of children aged between 3 and
18 years living with a life-threatening medical
condition to enrich the human experience with
hope, strength and joy. A wish granted is true
magic for the child providing respite from their
normal routines of hospitals, doctors visits and
treatment. It is our aim that every eligible child in
Ireland receives their greatest wish. From the
smallest village to the largest cities, if we can bring
hope or joy to a child with a life threatening illness
for even one moment, we feel this will have a
lasting real effect on not only the child, but also
on the entire family.
2 Leopardstown Business centre, Ballyogan Ave,
Leopardstown, Dublin 18
Tel: 01-205 2007 Fax: 01-205 2023
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MENINGITIS RESEARCH FOUNDATION - Is a
national charity based in Dublin whose vision is
“a world free from meningitis and septicaemia”.
We achieve this by funding vital scientific research,
raising awareness and supporting those affected.
Our Freefone 24 hour helpline 1800 41 33 44 is
the first line of support for many and the gateway
to more in depth help.
63 Lower Gardiner Street, Dublin 1
Tel: 01-819 6931 Fax: 01-819 6903
Email: info@meningitis-ireland.org

MENINGITIS TRUST - an Irish charity that offers
a range of free services to people bereaved,
affected or worried by the disease. Meningitis kills
more children under 5 than any other infectious
disease in Ireland, but, people of ANY age can
contract it. The Meningitis Trust Helpline
1800 523 196 is nationwide, nurse-led and
available 24 hours a day, and our services (free
leaflets, counselling, one-to-one visits and home
visits) are available for those who are affected.
PO Box 102, Bray, Co. Wicklow
Tel: 01-276 2050 Fax: 01-276 2051
Email: eolas@meningitis-trust.ie

MISCARRIAGE ASSOCIATION OF IRELAND A charitable body set up by, and with the support
of women (and men) who themselves have been
through miscarriages. We offer telephone support
to bereaved parents and hold monthly group
meetings.
Admin Office, Carmichael Centre,
North Brunswick Street, Dublin 7
Tel: 01-873 5702
Email: info@miscarriage.ie

MS IRELAND - exists to help everyone affected by
Multiple Sclerosis. MS Ireland is the only national
organisation working solely on behalf of people
living with Multiple Sclerosis and the many
thousands of people who share their lives.
80 Northumberland Road, Dublin 4
Tel: 01-678 1600 Fax: 01-678 1601
Email: info@ms-society.ie

MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY IRELAND - aims to
provide information, advice and support to people
with neuromuscular conditions and their families
through a range of support services. Our objective
is to promote through practical empowerment,
independent living for people with the condition
muscular dystrophy. MDI supports lobbying for a
change in policy and services to enable people
with neuromuscular conditions to fully participate
in society and to live a life of their own choosing.
MDI also aims to support and fund research into
neuromuscular conditions.
75 Lucan Road, Dublin 20
Tel: 01-623 6414 Fax: 01-620 8663
Email: info@mdi.ie

MYASTHENIA GRAVIS ASSOCIATION a charity supporting sufferers of a muscle
weakening illness, Myasthenia Gravis (MG).
The MG Association provides comfort and support
to newly diagnosed and existing MG patients,
creates public and medical awareness of the
condition and funds medical research projects to
find a cure.
PO Box 480, Ennis, Co. Clare
Tel: 065-683 8270
Email: info@mga-charity.ie
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NATIONAL SUICIDE BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT
NETWORK - offers support and information to
those bereaved by suicide of all denominations.
We do this by holding information days, Seminars,
training modules, and creating awareness of the
tragedy of suicide and how to deal with the
problems whether economic, spiritual or social
that may arise.

PETER McVERRY TRUST - supports young homeless people, to break the cycle of homelessness
and move towards independent living through the
provision of a continuum of care services.

Email: www.nsbsn.org
for details of your local centre

RAINBOWS IRELAND LTD. - helps children and
adults who have been bereaved through parental
death, separation or divorce, to work through the
grieving process which follows any significant loss.

NATIONAL SUICIDE RESEARCH FOUNDATION
- an official research unit to contribute to the
prevention of suicidal behaviour in Ireland.
Parrott Avenue, College Road, Cork,
Co. Cork
Tel: 021-427 7499
Email: nsrf@iol.ie

ONE FAMILY - Progressing the work of Cherish,
established in 1972, One Family provides voice,
support and action for one-parent families
through membership, professional services and
campaigning. Our aim is to affect positive change
and achieve equality and social inclusion for all
one-parent families in Ireland.
Cherish House, Dublin 2
Tel: 01 662 9212 Fax: 01-662 9096
Email: info@onefamily.ie

OXFAM IRELAND - dedicated to fighting poverty
and related injustice around the world. It helps
poor people to build a better future for themselves
and it’s the relief agency which brings help when
disaster strikes.
9 Burgh Quay, Dublin 2
Tel: 01-672 7662 Fax: 672 7680
Email: info@oxfamireland.org

Tel: 01-823 0776 Fax: 01-823 0778
Email: info@pmvtrust.ie

Loreto Centre, Crumlin, Dublin 12
Tel: 01-473 4175 Fax: 01-473 4177
Email: ask@rainbowireland.com

REHAB GROUP - is an independent not-for-profit
organisation working for social and economic
inclusion among people with disabilities and others
who are marginalised. Our philosophy is based
on the belief that regardless of a person's disability
or social circumstances, it's ability that should
determine success in life.
Beach Road, Sandymount, Dublin 4
Tel: 01-205 7200 Fax: 01- 205 7211
Email: don.Delaney@rehab.ie

THE RNLI - is the charity that saves lives at sea.
It provides a 24-hour lifeboat search and rescue
service to 100 nautical miles from the coast of the
RoI and UK and a seasonal lifeguard service on
beaches in England and Wales. It is independent
from Government and relies on volunteers,
voluntary contributions and legacies.
Tel: Non media enquiries 0845-1226999
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SAMARITANS - available 24 hours a day to
provide confidential emotional support for people
who are experiencing feelings of distress or
despair, including those which may lead to suicide.
Tel: 1850-60 90 90
Email: jo@samaritans.org

SIMON COMMUNITY - Combating
homelessness in Ireland with branches in Cork,
Dublin,Dundalk, Galway, The Midlands, The
Mid West, The North West and The South East.
All people who are homeless, or at risk of facing
homelessness, are given every opportunity to
realise their potential to live fulfilled lives in
appropriate homes of their own.
1-2 Cope Street, Dublin 2
Tel: 01-671 5551 Fax: 01-671 5524
Email: fundraising@dubsimon.ie

SOLAS - Barnardos' counselling service for
children who have lost someone close to them,
like a parent or a sibling, through death.
Solas Centre, South East Cancer Foundation,
Ardkeen, Co. Waterford
Tel: 051-304 604
Email: solascentre@gmail.com

ST. JOSEPH'S SCHOOL FOR THE VISUALLY
IMPAIRED - the only centre of its kind for blind
and partially sighted children in Ireland. Students
come from all parts of the country and range in
age from birth through to young adulthood.
Some have additional disabilities.
Grace Park Road, Drumcondra, Dublin 9
Tel: 01-837 3635 Fax: 01-836 8403
Email: info@stjosephs.ie

THE FIRST TEE OF IRELAND - impacting the lives
of young people by providing learning facilities
and educational programs that promote character
development and life enhancing values through
the game of golf.
Oak Villa, Military Road, Waterford, Co. Waterford
Tel: 051-340 654
Email: johnw@thefirstteeireland.org

THRESHOLD - The National Housing
Organisation. Bridging the Gap between Housing
& Homelessness, our aim is to secure a right to
housing, particularly for households experiencing
the problems of poverty and exclusion.
21 Stoneybatter, Dublin 7
Tel: 01-678 6096 Fax: 01-677 2407
Email: advice@threshold.ie

TRÓCAIRE - is the official overseas development
agency of the Catholic Church in Ireland. It was
set up by the Irish Catholic Bishops in 1973 to
express the concern of the Irish Church for the
suffering of the world's poorest and most
oppressed people.
Maynooth, Co. Kildare
Tel: 01-629 3333 Fax: 01-629 0661

WORLD VISION IRELAND - was founded in
1983 and is part of World Vision International,
one of the world’s leading international relief and
development agencies. World Vision works towards
ending poverty, fighting hunger and injustice, and
bringing about lasting change for the better in the
lives of more than 100 million people in some
100 countries worldwide.
The Mews, Garland House,
Rathmines Park, Dublin 6
Tel: 01-498 0800 Fax: 01-498 0801
Email: Ireland@wvi.org

“A man’s dying is more the survivors’ affair than his own”
Thomas Mann

